Khomeini sues Yugoslav newspaper 


BELGRADE (R) — braafam spfertiuaf leader Ajatofiab Rabolsfa 
to suing a Yugoslav unmpiptr «htt ulikto c d Hi cal for Ok Hm of 
Safa**# Rushdie, autherof **Tbe Satrofc Verses,” the editor aid Friday. 
Sfimton Msrinfcovk, -^ir fa rhirf nf Itir nfflrM ifallj YiynteT ttU 
paper Borfca, told Beaten a suit bad been fled in Khoudnrs roe against 
bta, Bort)» Joamltot Yearn Ragnoiic, and Yaawfav nn«Ii» 

Slobodan Seiealc. Ksguoric conducted as interview with Scfcafc, pubHahd 
fa Borbe in February, fa wbfcfa he condemned fee threat ngefa rt TTudutir, 
Marfafawic said. No threats bad been made agrinst Borba, sad Maihdr 
o^saMttwas H i iwi ei iri ^ilgfaioK^i altofafyfan through the suit AM 
fa a Belgrade court. '1 btton oar a un ts are democra tic and impartial 
enough to ma ke the right dedskn,” hesaid.Borba was fbeotdy Yogorfav 
newspma- to pub&rit excerpts Gram “The Satanic Verses.” ft Halted 
p nb B c s t lon fa Fcbroaiy during a vfadt by Iranian rwiHait AM Khamead 
but stopped after tbe first fattahnent at die urging of the Yugoslav Ferrign 
Ministry. It iwumed after ET hm— l left tbe cou n try. 
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U.S. opposes PLO role in U.N. 

WASHINGTON (AF) — The State Department, responding Friday to a 
caB by a group of senators, registered its opposition to any effort to grant 
tbe Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) membership states in tbe 
United Nations. “1b oar dew, the sdf-dedared Palestinian slate, which we 
do not recognise, does not meet tbe generally accepted international law 
criteria for statehood,” a department s t at eme nt said. Bairerer, tbe PLO 
permanent observer at tbe United Nations fa New York, Zuhdl Labfb 
Term, said there was no effort to obtain Ml membership fa Ac 
fateniational body, Tbe 38 senators bad urged Secretary of State James 
Baker Thursday to oppose U.N. recognition at tbe PLO as a member state, 
an npgradfag oftfs current observer states. “Any successful move by tbe 
U.N. or related agenda to recognise the ‘State of Palestine' would force os 
to seriously consider a range of ponitivE action, indndmg withholding U.S. 
financial participation from those agencies," the lawmakers said in a letter. 
Republican Sen. Robert W. Hasten and those who joined him said the PLO 
was engaged fa “a pablic relations ploy to make headlines" rather than 
“confidenre-bnildiBg measures to make progress." 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Groat Britain 25 pence 




prayers 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
attended Friday prayers at the 
Prince Hassan mosque In 
Shmebani and listened to a 
sermon delivered by Ministry o£ 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Secretary General Ahmad 
HefayyeL 

Hefayyd stressed tbe import¬ 
ance of Arab and bfaunk soli¬ 
darity, whose foundations have 
been laid by Sharia and said 
Jordan, led by King Hussein, 
always worked towards achiev¬ 
ing solidarity. The 1987 Am¬ 
man s ummi t contributed to 
overcoming divisians and led to 
tbe creation of tbe Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC), winch 



Attending tbe prayers were 


was tbe outcome of efforts of His Royal Highness Crown 


the King and other ACC lead¬ 
ers, he said. 


Prince Hassan, His Royal High¬ 
ness Prince Faisal Dm Ai Hus¬ 


sein, Royal Court Chief Field 
Marshal Sharif Zaid Dm Shak¬ 
er, King Hussein’s special advi¬ 
sor, Chief Chamberlain Prince 


Ra’d Dm Zaid, Awqaf and Isla¬ 
mic Affairs Minister Abdni 
Aziz AI Khayyat and senior 


Qasem, Bessaieh review 
Mideast developments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan AI Qasem and 
Algerian Foreign Minister 
Bou5aIem Bessaieh held talks here 
Friday on the latest developments 
in the Middle East and issues of 
mutual interest, the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, reported. 

Bessaieh arrived here earlier in 
the day via Ramtha from Syria. 
Petra said he was carrying a 
message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from Algerian President 
Chadli, Benjeiii<L„__ t _ 


talks in Jordan would cover the 
latest developments in the region. 

Bessaieh Thursday discussed 
latest Arab developments with 
his Syrian counterpart Farouq AI 
Shara, officials said in Damascus. 

Bessaieh told reporters' on 
arrival in Damascus that lie was 
carrying a message from Ben- 
jedid to President Hafez AI 
Assad dealing with bilateral 
cooperation and the current Arab 
- situation. 

He said the visit was part of 
_ppr™e^.^Qta<Ai bme* 


In a statement to Petra," Bes- Syrian and Algerian leaderships, 
saieh described the message as Assad visited Algeria last 
part of ongoing consultations mouth as part of a tour which also 
among Arab leaders. He said bis . took him to Libya and T unisi a. 



Deputy Prime Minister and. Foreign' Minister Marwan AI Qutu 
Friday meets Algerian Foreign Minister Bonsalem Bessaieh (Petra 


photo) 


Arab panel to pursue efforts; French mission delayed 


Qasem 
reports 
on Kuwait 
meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister M a r w an AI Qasem re¬ 
turned home Friday from 
Kuwait after taking part in the 
meethigS4f0f- the six-member 
Arab niiaaterial committee on 
Lebanon. 

In an * arrival statement, 
Qasem sffd the committee lis¬ 
tened to the ideas and propos¬ 
als of the Lebanese Front and 
discussed with it suggestions 
proposed by the committee to 
solve the Lebanese crisis. 

In light of tbe outcome of its 
meetings with the various 
Lebanese parties, the commit¬ 
tee is currently d raw i n g op its 
final perception of a solution to 1 
the crisis in Lebanon, he said. 

Qasem voiced hope that the : 
various Lebanese parties will 
respond to the repeated calls 
for a ceasefire mid for initiating 
a national political dialogue i 
aimed at avoiding further ! 
bloodshed and saving Lebanon ; 
and tbe whole region from ! 
farther suffering and 


Shelling shakes Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Intermit¬ 
tent blasts shook Beirut Friday, 
keeping most of the war-weary 
population huddled in under- 

S d shelters and delaying a 
h mercy mission. 

Only a handful of people ven¬ 
tured out of hiding after a fero¬ 
cious 20-hour duel subsided into 
sporadic mortar exchanges early 
in the day. 

Some shopped for food from 
neighbourhood groceries that 
opened for a few hours. Othei^, 
having been trapped in their 
offices since the day before, made 
use of the relative lull to rejoin 
their families. 

A police spokesman said 
25,000 shells and rockets hit 
Beirut's eastern and western sec¬ 
tors in the duels that began 
Thursday morning, coinciding 
with the 14th anniversary of the 
outbreak of civil war in 1975. 

Nineteen people were killed 
and 50 wounded in the ex¬ 
changes, which eased after an 
Arab League panel meeting in 
Kuwait issued its third ceasefire 
appeal in the past month. 

By police count, 215 people 
have teen killed and 727 wound¬ 
ed in tbe confrontation that be¬ 
gan March 8 between Michel 
Aoun's army units and an alliance 
of Syrian troops and Lebanese 

militiamen . 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister, 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad AI 
Sabah, who heads the six-mem¬ 


ber Arab League panel on Leba¬ 
non, expressed “extreme regret 
and sorrow*’ over the collapse of 
an April 5 ceasefire tbe panel 
arranged. 

“The committee hopes all par¬ 
ties will respond to this appeal 
and declare their immediate 
adherence to the ceasefire,'’ he 
told reporters. 

Sheikh Sabah urged com¬ 
batants “to live up to the dictates 
of their conscience and shoulder 
their responsibility towards inno^. 
cent people.” ' . 

He said tbe mediation panel 
would continue its mission of 
“intensive contacts with a view to 
putting an end to the sufferings of 
tbe Lebanese people.” 

Sheikh Sabah said he made the 
ceasefire appeal in telephone 
calls to Aoun and Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

Sheikh Sabah indicated that 
the committee intended more 
talks with the Lebanese factions 
before reporting to the Arab 
League foreign ministers' 
council. 

On Thursday, the panel wrap¬ 
ped up two days of'talks with a 
five-member delegation of right- 
wing Christian Lebanese politi¬ 
cians headed by George Saadeh 
of the Falange Party. 

-• - The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) quoted unnamed 
“ranking sources,” as saying they 
expected the committee to re¬ 


sume its contacts with the 
Lebanese factions within two 
weeks. 

Diplomatic sources said tbe 
Arab League was expected to call 
for an Arab summit on Lebanon 
next month after studying the 
panel’s proposals for a peace 
solution. 

Hoss appealed for a ceasefire 
Friday “in the name of the suffer¬ 
ing people in east and west 
Beirut." • - *■ 

“Isn’t it time for everyone to 
realise that after 14'years of 
destructive war, resorting to 
weapons does not achieve any¬ 
thing?" he asUed. 

The bombardment also forced 
French minister for Humanita¬ 
rian Assistance Bernard Kouch- 
ner to delay his mercy mission. 

A source at the civilian cabinet 
of acting Prime Minister Salim Ai 
Hoss said French navy vessels, 
the hospital ship La'Ranee and 
the ofl tanker Penhors,,remained 
outside Lebanese territorial wa¬ 
ters because of “differences be¬ 
tween local militias on the French 
assistance.” 

La Ranee was originally sche¬ 
duled to drop anchor in neutral 
Lebanese waters Thursday after¬ 
noon to treat casualties. 

Penhors was last reported 
sailing _ towards power stations to 
provide them with badly needed 
supples of fuel oil to keep them 
operating. 


SWAPO fighters begin returning to Angola 


LUANDA (Abodes) — The 
Namibian nationalist group 
SWAPO said Friday that its guer¬ 
rillas. some of them wounded, 
had started arriving in Angola 
under an agreement to withdraw 
them from Namibia. 

“They are coming... by them¬ 
selvesSWAPO (South West 
■ Africa People's Organisation) In¬ 
formation Secretary Hidipo 
Hamutenya told Reuters in 
Luanda. 

. Hamutenya said the guerrillas 
were being met on the border by 
SWAPO leaders and Angolan 
officials and would be confined to 
bases north of the 16th Parallel, 
some 150 kilometres from the 
Namibian frooticr as agreed in a 
withdrawal scheme worked out 
by South Africa, Angola and 
Cuba Sunday. 

The scheme is aimed at savmg 
& U.S. independence pfan for 
Namibia which was threatened byJ 


eight days of fierce fighting be¬ 
tween SWAPO guemllas and 
South African-led security forces 
that broke out April 1, the day 
the plan began. 

Hamutenya said be had no 
precise figures of the numbers of 
SWAPO fighters who had so far 
arrived in Angola. But he added: 
“There are 15 wounded so there 
must be more who are not.” 

He said the guerrillas had made 
their way out of Namibia to the 
Angolan border without stopping 
at special assembly points set up 
by the U.N. peacekeeping forces 
in Namibia to receive them. The 
posts were part of the withdrawal 
scheme worked out by South 
Africa. Angola and Cuba with 
U.S. and Soviet help. 

SWAPO has rejected the idea 
of the assembly posts, saying they 
are traps set by the South African 
army to capture its men, and has 
ordered SWAPO fighters to re¬ 


port directly to Angola. ‘You can 
forget about tbe assembly posts,” 
Hamutenya said. 

South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha said about 350 SWA¬ 
PO had withdrawn and about 900 
remained in Namibia as of Fri¬ 
day, a day before a deadline for 
them to leave. 

Botha said about 1,600 guerril¬ 
las infiltrated into northern 
Namibia starting April 1, the first 
day of a ceasefire and a year¬ 
long, United Nations-supervised 
process to make the territory 
independent. Over tbe next eight 
days, 263 guerrillas and 27 mem¬ 
bers of the South African-led 
security forces reportedly were 
killed in fighting. 

Roth's estimate of SWAPO 
fighters in Namibia was lower 
■ than previous South African esti¬ 
mates of 1,900. He said 22 had 
been captured. 


In Windhoek, the Nambian 
capital, a South African official 
said south African-led security 
forces in Namibia killed 13 SWA¬ 
PO guerrillas since last Saturday. 

Seven died in. a single battle 
five kflometres from a U.N.-mon¬ 
itored border assembly point, 
said spokesman Gerhard Roux. 

He said the latest fighting 
Thursday night took the death 
toll to 276 guerrillas since April 1. 

South Africa agreed Friday to 
withdraw troops from Churches 
where retreating SWAPO guer¬ 
rillas can report to be escorted 
out of Namibia, a United Nations 
official said. 

Cedric Thornterry, director of 
the U.N. Transition Assistance 
Group (UNTAG), told a news 
conference churches were being 
cleared to serve as safe havens for 
SWAPO guerrillas heading for 
An^ols 


No change in dinar’s exchange rate; subsidies unaffected 


Cabinet approves economic, 
financial accord with IMF 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The government announced 
Friday It had agreed on a national financial 
and economic programme designed to reduce 
the budget deficit through increasing domes¬ 
tic revenues and curtailing expenditure with¬ 
out reducing subsidies on basic foodstuffs. 


The five-year-programme, 
adopted Thursday by the Council 
of Ministers, aims at stabilising 
the dinar at its present exchange 
rate, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Finance Munster 
Hanna Odeh as telling the 
Cabinet Thursday. 

The programme, drawn up af¬ 
ter talks with a visitin gin tern a- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) de¬ 
legation, is designed to cut the 
budget and balance of payments 
deficits and achieve a real growth 
rate in gross domestic product 
(GDP) of four per cent by the 
end of the five-year period while 
keeping inflation under control, 
Odeh told the Cabinet. 

Odeh said public spending cuts 
would not affect food subsidies, 
expected to cost around S120 
milli on this year, or the current 
exchange rate of the dinar. 


Morocco 

said 


summit 


RABAT (R) —- King Hassan oT 
Morocco has sent his closest 
advisor to sound out Arab lead¬ 
en .on the possibility of an 
emergency Arab summit next 
month on the Palestinian ques¬ 
tion, diplomatic sources say. 

Ahmad Reda Guedira, the 
king’s senior political counsel¬ 
lor since 1972, left on his mb- 
'Sion to Middle East capitals 
soon after an unexpected six- 
hoar visit to Morocco by Pales¬ 
tine President and Palestine 
Liberation Organisaioo (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Arafat, cut short a visit to 
Poland Tuesday to fly to 
Rabat, telling reporters tbe 
king had requested a meeting. 

A senior Palestinian source 
said that discussions centred on 
the possibility of bolding an 
emergency summit in Morocco 
if it proves impossible to bold 
the ordinary summit in Saudi 
Arabia which many Arab lead¬ 
ers are hoping for. 

Diplomatic sources say inter- 
Arab differences are likely to 
delay the convening of an 
ordinary summit, but Arafat 
needs the support of the Arab 
World to resist Washington 
pressure for more concessions 
and keep his own hardliners at 
bay. 

Egypt would be invited to 
Morocco although! it has not 
yet been readmitted to the 
Arab League. 

Last week, King Hassan sent 
his foreign minister, Abdul 
Latif Filali, to Damascus. 
According to senior diplomatic 
sources he secured an under¬ 
taking that President Hafez AI 
Assad would not boycott a 
Moroccan summit to which 
Egypt was invited. 

Syria cut ties with Morocco 
in 1986 in protest over the 
Moroccan monarch’s meeting 
with Shimon Peres, then Israeli 
prime minister. They were res¬ 
tored in January after media¬ 
tion by Saudi Arabia. 

King Hassan strongly sup¬ 
ports recent initiatives of the 
PLO including recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist 

“No-one can any longer 
deny the positive and construc¬ 
tive nature of the positions they 
(the Palestinians) keep taking 
for the sake of pea*,” the king 
said in a speech last month. 

“In order to give more 
weight to the actions and new 
approaches of the Palestinians, 
many Arab beads of state, 
among whom we count ourself, 
think the tune has come for the 
holding of an Arab summit," 
he added. 


He said the IMF saw the rate 
fixed by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) in February at 540 
fils to the dollar as realistic and 
appropriate. 

The minister said the program¬ 
me also called for rescheduling of 
Jordan's foreign debt. 

“This programme comple¬ 
ments measures taken by the 
government last year and will 
allow Jordan to get extra financial 
resources from the IMF and the 
World Bank of up to $275 milli on 
in the next 18 months,” Odeh 
said. 

Additional bilateral help would 
come from as friendly countries, 
be said. 

The programme is primarily 
intended to cut the government 
budget deficit through reduction 
of government spending, increas¬ 
ing revenues and rescheduling 


foreign debts, improving invest¬ 
ment opportunities and maintain¬ 
ing control on exports and over¬ 
coming inflation and enhancing 
the role of the private sector, 
Odeh said. 

After discussions and detailed 
briefing by Odeh, the Cabinet 
endorsed the programme in its 
Thursday session, held under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai. 

Rlfai' Issued directives to the 
various government ministries 
and public institutions to take the 
necessary steps for implementing 
the programme, Petra said. 

The Cabinet welcomed the 
agreement and thanked the finan¬ 
cial, economic and planning com¬ 
mittees for the efforts they made 
to work it out. 

The Cabinet also listened to a 
detailed report by Odeh on the 
outcome of the talks and discus¬ 
sions with the IMF team since 
March 18. 

Odeh said the financial and 
economic measures adopted by 
the government last year were 
described by the IMF team as 
solid and correct. 

Odeh led the Jordanian team 
to the talks with the IMF. The 
team included the ministers of 
energy and mineral resources. 


planning, industry and trade, 
supply and the CBJ governor. 

“We have concluded tbe talks 
and reached an understanding on 
a letter of intent,” Mohammad 
Yaacoub, deputy director of the 
IMF's Middle East Department, 
told Reuters earlier. 

He said he would take the 
proposals back to IMF headquar¬ 
ters in Washington in a few days. 
The IMF's management would 
discuss them before sending back 
a letter of confirmation. 

Yaacoub said he was happy 
with the deal but would not say 
how long the IMF might take to 
give formal approval. 

A source dose to the talks was 
quoted by Reuters as saying that 
the two sides had agreed on ways 
to reduce Jordan's budget defidt 
by 18 million dinars and boost 
government revenue by 39 mil¬ 
lion dinars a year from 1989 
onwards. 

The source said the govern¬ 
ment would set a 1989 public 
borrowing ceiling of 215 milli on 
dinars, including 140 million di¬ 
nars in domestic loans and 75 
million dinars in soft loans from 
abroad. 

In subsequent years, the over¬ 
all ceiling would not exceed 240 
million dinars, said the source. 


17 wounded in protest 
over Nahalin massacre 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians pro¬ 
testing the deaths of at least five 
Palestinians in a police raid 
clashed Friday with Israeli troops 
in the occupied West Bank, and 
more than 17 were wounded by 
gunfire, hospital officials said. 

At least 11 refugee camps, 
towns or villages in tbe West 
Bank and occupied Gaza Strip 
had demonstrations or were shut 
down by general strikes called to 
protest the killings in the village 
of Nahalin near Bethlehem a day 
earlier. 

The worst confrontation came 
in the Askar refugee camp near 
the northern town of Nablus, 
where doctors said 12 Palesti¬ 
nians were hospitalised with gun¬ 
shot wounds. 

The victims included a three- 
old girl, identified as Nesien 
Fayad, who was struck in the left 
site, and an 18-year-old boy in 
critical condition with a bullet in 
the chest, they said. 

Hospitals meanwhile said that 
a Palestinian died of wounds from 
a clash last week. 

Fourteen-year-old Maher Shal- 
bak of Jenin died of bullet 
wounds in the head, a Ram bam 
hospital spokesman said. 

Police took unprecedented me¬ 
asures to prevent violence at the 
AI Aqsa Mosque during Friday 
prayers, a week after a protest 


erupted at the mosque, three 
thousand policemen were mobil¬ 
ised in Jerusalem, barring young 
Palestinians from entering the 
city. 

Police reported only about 
7,000 Muslims attended Friday 
prayers at AI Aqsa, far fewer 
than tbe 30,000 predicted. 
Apparently many were kept away 
by curfews on refugee camps, 
roadblocks outside Jerusalem and 
searches going into tbe mosque. 

No major incidents were re¬ 
ported, but after the prayers 
Palestinians gathered to clap and 
chant against the killings Thurs¬ 
day in Nahalin. 

At least five Palestinians were 
shot to death in the village during 
a pre-dawn, search-and-arrest 
raid by Israeli border police. 

The head of Israel’s paramilit¬ 
ary border said Friday bis men 
made “mistakes” during the 
Nahalin raid. 

“There is no doubt there were 
faults in Nahalin. They must be 
examined and conclusions 
drawn,” border police comman¬ 
der Mesbulam Amit told Reuters 
in a telephone interview. 

The clash was one of the 
bloodiest in the 16-month Palesti¬ 
nian uprising. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) put the 
toll in Nahalin at six. In a protest 
issued from its Geneva headquar¬ 


ters, the ICRC accused the Israeli 
forces of firing “without discri¬ 
mination and without restraint" 
and called for an end to firing 
against defenceless civilians. 

Elsewhere in tbe occupied ter¬ 
ritories Friday, two Palestinians 
were shot and wounded in dashes 
that broke out in the West Bank 
dry of Hebron and three suffered 
wounds in a similar confrontation 
of Bani Suheila in the Gaza Strip, 
hospital offidals said. 

In tbe northern village of 
Beita, Palestinian residents com¬ 
plained that about 50 Jewish set¬ 
tlers entered their town. The resi¬ 
dents said the rocks were thrown 
at the intruders, who responded 
by firing into the air with sub¬ 
machine guns and rifles. 

Slogans daubed on the walls of 
Ramallah and Bethlehem, signed 
by the Palestine Communist Par¬ 
ty, vowed: “The border guards’ 
massacre will not intimidate us." 

In the Nahalin clash, which 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) spokesman Bassam 
Abu Sharif called a pre-planned 
massacre, border guards opened 
fire against stone-throwing resi¬ 
dents. 

Witnesses said the troops came 
into the village at about 1:00 
a.m.. returned with reinforce¬ 
ments several hours later, sur¬ 
rounded the village and began to 
shoot. 


W. Bank Palestinians air 
new idea to break deadlock 


CAIRO (R) — A group of 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank has proposed an idea 
for elections there designed to 
break the deadlock between 
Israel and the Palestinian Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO), Palesti¬ 
nian sources said Friday. 

The idea, a counter proposal to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's suggestion last week to 
hold elections supervised by 
Israeli forces, has been forwarded 
to top Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
officials. 

Palestinians said it would soon 
be presented to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

The sources would not identify 
who exactly was behind the prop¬ 
osal, but said it was floated by a 
group of West Bank intellectuals. 
It was not dear how much hack¬ 
ing the idea had from activists on 
the street. 

The proposal lays down a four- 
stage process: 

—Multinational forces oversee 
the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from population centres in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
although they would still retain a 
presence in the occupied areas; 

— A vote is held under interna¬ 
tional supervision to elect West 

Bank ana Gaza members to the 


Palestinian National Council 
(PNC); 

— Arafat designates five of 
those elected to negotiate with 
Israel over the terms of a two- 
year interim period leading to an 
international peace conference. 
The negotiations would cover in¬ 
ternal security, trade and other 
issues relevant to the interim 
period. 

— Israel negotiates with the 
PLO at the conference over the 
final status of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The proposal also calls for a 
written guarantee from the Un¬ 
ited States that Israel would fol¬ 
low through on all steps, includ¬ 
ing talks with the PLO. 

“We reject :he ideas of Shamir, 
but we can take the idea of 
elections and make the test out 
of it," said a Palestinian familiar 
with the proposal. 

“These are just ideas that were 
studied in the territories and they 
will be discussed with the lead¬ 
ership outside... if Arafat says 
there’s not anything to it. it’s 
finished." 

PLO stand 

Tbe PLO representative in 
Cairo, Said Kammal, asked about 


the proposal, said the PLO stand 
was clean Elections only after full 
Israeli withdrawal. But he said 
the idea would probably be re¬ 
viewed at PLO headquarters in 
Tunis. 

Another Palstinian official, 
who did not want to be identified, 
said the PLO would not enter an 
interim arrangement without 
prior agreement on the final sta¬ 
tus of die West Bank and Gaza. 

Two Israeli newspapers, in 
□ear-identical stories quoting "re¬ 
ports from Tunis,” said the PLO 
had told the Americans it agreed 
to general elections in the occu¬ 
pied territories, including Arab 
Jerusalem, on certain conditions. 

The reported PLO conditions 
included: 

— A place for the PLO in 
negotiations or a final settlement 
of the Arab-Israeli dispute. 

— American guarantees to 
consult the PLO on negotiations 
for an interim arrangement, to 
stop Israel driving a wedge be¬ 
tween Palestinians inside and out¬ 
side tbe territories. 

— The right of elected Palesti¬ 
nians to conduct open political 
activity without disruption or 
arrest. 

— No requirement that the 
PLO stop the uprising. 
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N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad said 
Friday it had crushed a rebellion 
earlier this month involving In¬ 
terior Minister Ibrahim Mahamat 
Itno, the country’s army com¬ 
mander and a presidential 
ad\ iser. 

The plot was uncovered on the 
night of April I, an official com¬ 
munique said, but forces loyal to 
President Hissene Habre in the 
Central African country had "put 
an end to this senseless adventure 
and annihilated the band of 



Hissene Habre 


traitors." 

It said Itno. army commander 
Hassan Djamouss, presidential 
security adviser Idriss Deby and 
an unspecified number of others 
“deserted the ranks of loyal Cha¬ 
dian forces and entered into open 
rebellion against the institutions 
of the republic." 

Itno was arrested in the capital 
N'djamena the same night, the 
communique said, but it did not 
say what happened to Deby and 
Djamouss. Deby was previously 
army eumr.iander-in-chief. 

Reports circulating in the capit¬ 
al said the two had fled east 
towards Sudan, where Chadian 
rebel groups continue to operate. 

The' communique said the plot¬ 
ters were "consumed by ambition 
and manipulated by Chad's ene¬ 
mies and thought they could defy 
the authority of the state." 

Habre urged the Chadian peo¬ 
ple to "redouble their efforts to 


unmask and destroy forever these 
demons of subversion, division 
and chaos.” 

Itno was among Chad’s most 
prominent ministers and served 
on occasion as a stand-in for 
Habre at official functions. 

Last November he headed a 
delegation which negotiated a 
peace pact with one of Chad's 
principal opposition leaders. 
Acheikh fbn Oumar, who has 
since joined the government as 
foreign minister. 

Habre was brought many for¬ 
mer opponents into his cabinet in 
an effort to mend the damage: 
done by 20 years of dvS war. 

Last October. Chad restored 
diplomatic links with Libya, 
which had supported rebel forces 
against Habre during several 
years of fighting between the two 
countries. 

In Paris, diplomatic sources 
said they had heard from 
N'djamena that Djamouss had 
been arrested Friday. The reports 
could not be confirmed. 


Afghan rebels 
ambush trucks 


KABUL (R) — Afghan rebels Friday ambushed a 
convoy of Biel and food tracks arriving from the 
Soviet Union, setting a number on fire, drivers said. 


But despite heavy fighting at 
least 90 trucks got through a rebel 
blockade along the Salang High¬ 
way, bringing precious supplies to 
the capital. 

Helicopter gunships flew low 
over the convoy and armoured 
cars and tanks fired at guerrilla 
positions in a bid to clear the vital 
highway. Columns of smoke 
mushroomed in the sky about 20 
kilometres from Kabul. 

Drivers told Reuters they had 
seen groups of soldiers defecting 
to the rebels who ambush con¬ 
voys from positions along the 
mountainous territory through 
which the highway runs north to 
the Soviet border. 

Rebels also fired on the convoy 
from positions in the snow-cap¬ 
ped mountains aroand Kabul, 
drawing fire from government 
tanks dug in along the route. 

It was not clear bow many of 
the several hundred trucks had 
been destroyed. 

Fighting was still going on four 
hours after the first trucks arrived 
in the capital, making it impossi¬ 
ble for the rest to get there Friday 
as the helicopter gunships do not 
escort them after dark. 

The convoy was the first to 
arrive since the rebels blocked 
the vital route more than a week 


ago. 


The last arrived April 6 when 
an explosion ripped through an 
oil depot in Kabul, destroying. 12 
of the 70 fuel tracks which had 
completed that journey. 

The army has been fighting for 
several days to reopen the Salang 
which had been cut off at two 
points by the guerrillas, deter¬ 
mined to starve Kabul into sur¬ 
render now that President Na- 
jibuUah has no Soviet troops to 
back up his army. Moscow's 
troop withdrawal was completed 
Feb. 15. 

The other highway running 
south to the besieged city of 
Jalalabad has been closed for 
several weeks. 

With the country’s two. main 
roads supplying the -capital 
dosed, a constant Soviet airoft of 
food and military eqiupment has: 
enabled the government.^ of Na- 
jibuUah to fight a loose aiKari«» of 
rebel organisations., based - in* 
Pakistan. 

’ But the airiift brings in test 
than half the 600 tonnes of flour 
Kabul needs every day and a 
shortage of essential supplies has 
sent prices soaring. 

There is also a serious fuel 
shortage in the capital with 
almost all petrol stations idle and 
few cars running in the bumpy 
streets of the city.' 




// 



Demonstrators ] 
Jewish gunman 


a Palestinian flag near a mosque in occupied Jerusalem during a funeral march Monday for a Palestinian slain by a 
the Holy City’s Jaffa Gate. 


. author makes new ‘revelation* 


about Khomeini and Rushdie affair 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A lead¬ 
ing writer on Islamic militancy 
said Thursday that the Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's order to kill 
Salman Rushdie had nothing to 
do with revulsion over the con¬ 
tents of his book. "The Satanic 
Verses.” 

Robin Wright said that 
Khomeini, seizing upon the grow¬ 
ing fury among Sunni and Shi’ite 
Muslims over the book, issued 
the edict against Rushdie in a bid 
to gain the leadership of the 
entire Islamic World. 

Wright, author "Sacred Rage: 
The Wrath of Militant Islam," 
and the upcoming "In the Name 
of God: Khomeini's Revolution¬ 
ary Decade.” said Khomeini also 
was using the issue to divert 
attention" from domestic prob¬ 
lems. just as he created the U.S. 
hostage crisis in 1979 to mobilise 
public support for his troubled 
regime. 

But "I suspect that Khomeini is 
in a minority" among Iranian 
•litica 


issue of Rushdie, she said, noting 
the assassination order “has 
erased most of the diplomatic 
gains made by Iran since the end 
of the war with Iraq.” She pre¬ 
dicted history will view the epi¬ 
sode as “a tragic spasm.” 

Wright, a national security re¬ 
porter for the Los Angeles 
Times, was among participants in 
a seminar on the Rushdie affair at 
the annual convention of the 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors. 


clerics and political leaders on the 


She said Thursday she did not 
doubt Khomeini was “genuinely 
outraged by the comic and almost 
pornographic approach to Islam 
taken in ‘Satanic Verses’.” 

But she noted the assassination 
order, coupled with a $5.2-mil- 
lion bounty offer, was not issued 
until mid-February, five months 
after publication. 

Rushdie, bom in India of Mus¬ 
lim parents, and his American 
wife, author Mary Wiggins, went 
into hiding, presumably in Eng¬ 
land. shortly after Khomeini’s 


order. 

The book includes a brothel 
scene in which prostitutes take 
the names of the Prophet 
Mohammad's wives, and it sug¬ 
gests Mohammad wrote the Holy 
Koran instead of receiving it from 

Allah 

Wright noted that Islam “is not 
the only religion to condemn 
those who engage in blasphemy.” 
She dted a passage from the 
Book of Leviticus in the Old 
Testament: “He that blasphemes 
the name of the Lord... shall 
surely be put to death, and all the 
congregation shall certainly stone 
him.” 

Andy Ross, owner of a Califor¬ 
nia bookstore that was bombed m 
February after it began selling 
Rushdie’s novel, said: “The 
bombing accomplished its goal, 
which was to create an atmos¬ 
phere of terror, and to let the 
world know that under the new 
order of things, the sale of pre¬ 
scribed ideas could be conducted 
only at great personal risk.” 


Bush: 

S. Arabia 
does not 
have nuke, 
chemical 
weapons 


£m©ntazeri’s son, son-in-law arrested 


AMMAN iJ.T.I — Revolution¬ 
ary Guards have arrested the son 
and son-in-!;i\v of Ayatollah Hos- 
sein Ali Monlareri. the man sack¬ 
ed as successor ti» spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
according to the Iranian rebel 
group. Niir,ahedeen-e-Khalq. 

Unit' of Fusdaran from Re- 
v.iiuiion-irv Guards corps and the 
miriNrrv of information, “acting 
on Khomeini's direct orders." 
raided the home of Mullah Hndi 
HasK'ini. :he chief of staff of 
Montazeri*' office and his son-in- 
law. said a Mujahcdecn state- 
men I telexed so the Jordan Times 
Thursday. 

The guards heat up all the 
occupant' ■>! the house, including 
Hashenii's wife (Montazcri's 
daughter) and arrested Hadi 
Hasheup .nut Montazeri’s son. 
Saccd. it ‘aid The two men are 
still held in detention. Hadi 
Hashemi's brother. Mehdi. was 
executed in 19X7 on Khomeini's 
orders. 


jahedecn report that the two men 
had been taken by Khomeini's 
revolutionary guards, Reuters re¬ 
ported from Nicosia. 

The Iranian sources said the 
report was correct. But they 
could not confirm details. 

Last week, the Mujahedeen 
were first to report civil disturb¬ 
ances in Montazeri’s hometown 
Najafabad by his supporters. An 
Iranian newspaper confirmed the 
report this week. 


Saeed Montazeri is the 
brother-in-law of Mehdi Hashemi 
who was executed in 1987 on 
charges of corruption. It was 
Mehdi Hashemi who exposed the 
1986 secret deal between the Un¬ 
ited States and Iran to exchange 
arms for U.S. hostages held in 
Lebanon. 


Khomeini dismissed the ayatol¬ 
lah .is his designated heir on 
March 2N and since then Mon- 
tazeri's influence has diminished. 

Sources, quoting informed con¬ 
tacts in Iran, confirmed the Mu- 


Hundreds of members of the 
guards corps detachment in the 
Najafabad have been sacked on 
charges of opposing Khomeini, 
the Mujahedeen said. The dismis¬ 
sed guards have had to sign a 
written pledge not to take part in 
political activities any more. In 
addition, a large number of Na¬ 
jafabad guards are still in jail, the 
rebel statement said. 

THe clashes and the systematic 


purge of MontazerTs followers 
are still continuing and take on 
greater dimensions every day, it 
said. A decree issued by 
Khomeini dissolved all the “rep¬ 
resentation offices” of Montazeri 
in universities across the country. 
The duties of these offices have 
been taken over by another “re¬ 
trogressive'’ organ, the Supreme 
Council for the cultural revolu¬ 
tion, according to the Mnjahe- 
deen. 

• In a comment on Montazeri’s 
deposal by Khomeini, Mujahe¬ 
deen leader Massoud Rajavi 
emphasised that the move “sig¬ 
nalled the eruption of endless 
rounds of factional fightings at 
the highest levels .of the 
Khomeini regime." He said Mon¬ 
tazeri’s deposal would entail ex¬ 
tensive, violent purges and eli¬ 
minations and that so long as 
Khomeini and Ins illegitimate 
regime remained, there would be 
no peace or “moderation.” 

He added: “The noose is tight¬ 
ening around Khomeini's neck. 
The ground is being set in every 
way for the overthrow of this 
bloodthirsty dictatorship by the 
National Liberation Army 
(NLA) of Iran." The NLA is the 
military arm of the Mujahedeen. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bash sad Thurs¬ 
day that Saudi Arabia docs aot 
possess unclear, chemical or 
biological warheads for 
ter med iatr -r an gc holistic mis¬ 
siles purchased from 

If Bash had fond otherwise, 
the adahotratiM would have 
been barred from selling cer¬ 
tain military products to Saudi 
Arabia. 

In a formal presidential cer¬ 
tification, Bush said Saudi Ara¬ 
bia have bought intennediate- 
rauge missiles from Chma but 
“there is no credible intelli¬ 
gence reporting indicating that 
Saudi Arabia possesses unc¬ 
lear, chemical or biological 
weapons.” 

Moreover, be said “we are 
wot aware” of prodartSon faci¬ 
lities for che mi cal or biological 
agents or weapons. He said 
Saudi Arabia possess es “no signifi¬ 
cant unclear facilities.” 


A law enacted by Congress 
requires the president to make 
a certification about Saudi 
Arabia’s arsenal in order to 
continue military sales. 

Bush said that both the 
Saudis and Chinese have in¬ 
formed the United States that 
the missiles purchased from 
Peking wffl not be equipped 
with unclear war h eads. 

The Saadis also have pledged 
the missBes wffl not be armed 
with che mi cal warheads. Bosh 


“We remain concerned about 
the possible protiferatiou of 
these types of weapons in the 
Middle East and wffl continue 
to watch developments close¬ 
ly,*’ Bush said. He promised to 
notify Congress of a * change 
in developments in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Husseini welcomes elections 
but not under occupation 


CAIRO (R)Leading Palesti¬ 
nian activist Faisal A1 Husseini 
has said he is not against elections 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
but rejected holding them while 
die territories were under Israeli 
occupation. 

“From my point of view and 
‘-the P alestinians as well, elections 
is one of the high levels of demo¬ 
cracy. Idon't believe that there is 
freedom -and democracy under 
the Israeli occupation," Husseini 
fold reporters Thursday. 

; ^So we" are not against elec¬ 
tions, but we can’t accept them 
under occupation,” Husseini, 
who lives in the West Bank, fold 
a Foreign Press Association 
meeting. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who refuses to talk to the. 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO), last week offered 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza the chance to negotiate 
a peace settlement by staging 
“free and democratic" elections. 

.' The poif woudd be conditional 
on the: end of the uprisii^ in the 
occupied territories. 

Husseini said Israel wouhLhave - 
; to^ withdraw from the territories - 
before Pales tinians could -COnSid- - 
er the proposal, echoing remarks 
by a senior aide to PLO Chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat. 

“The PLO is fully for free and 
democratic elections... but you 
can't have democracy without 
freedom," Bassam Abu Sberif 
told reporters Thursday. 



“Mr. Shamir knows bettor than 
anyone else that in any elections, 

_ tvt :n 1 .x_« TT_:—: 


Faisal Husseini 


Shamir * haying time * 


Husseini, who was freed last 
January after 18 months in an 
Israeli jail, accused Shamir of 
trying to buy time with his elec¬ 
tion proposal which has been 
cautiously backed by the United 
States. 

“We believe that be is trying to 
win more time... the election idea 
« a shw’ttck; am* ijq'pue wffl. 
accept'it,’* Husseini said.■_ 

He said Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza had chosen 
the pLO as their sole representa¬ 
tives. 

He said even if they went 
ahead with the elections and 
West Bank Palestinians were: 
elected, Shamir would still have 
to talk to the PLO. 


the FLO wiD be there,” Husseini 
said. 

He said there were no guaran¬ 
tees that after the elections, held 
under international supervision, 
Israeli troops would not arrest or 
detain Palestinians. 

Husseini predicted that Shamir 
would not remain in office by the 
end of 1990. 

“The intifada will go on. I 
don’t believe that Mr. Shamir will 
remain in power by the end of 
1990. Hie mil have to talk to the 
PLO or resign." 

Husseini said he favoured an 
international conference on the 
Middle East which he hoped 
would lead to Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied lands and the 
formation of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

Shamir, who rejects the idea of 
land for peace, Thursday told 
American newspaper editors in 
Washington that Israel could not 
survive if it withdrew from the 
occupied territories. 

“The truth is if we withdraw 
-l&fere'wiB be a PLO state on the 
bittsfiits^bf Tc9 Aviv and Jeru¬ 
salem and war,” S hamir said. 

The PLO has a different 


opinion. 

“The two-state solution is the 
solution that will bring lasting 
peace, the solution that will 
guarantee and safeguard the safe¬ 
ty and fixture of both Israelis and 
Palestinians,’’ Abu Sherif said. 


Sudan’s parliament 
recesses on stormy note 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
parliament, symbol of the coun¬ 
try’s fledgling Western-style 
democracy, went into a six-week 
recess this week on a stormy 
note. 

The 301-seat house, elected in 
1986 in the first free polls in 
nearly 20 years, saw its speaker 
resign while deputies of the mai n 
opposition National Islamic Front- 
(NIF) party launched a boycott 

Speaker Mohammad Yousef 
Mooammad, a member of the 
NIF, quit after parliament voted 
to .delay" a final Tea ding of a draft 
penal cbde based bn Islamic laws. 
.- -The Vote was taken amid noisy 
protests by NIF supporters out¬ 
ride the' parliament building on 
the banks of the River Nile. Riot 
police ringed the building during 
the stonny debate preceding the 
vote. 

NIF leaders described Mon¬ 
day's vote as a dirty political trick 
and announced their boycott of 
parliamentary sessions. 


The NIF press contended that 
Prime Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi 
and Mohammad Osman Al-Mir- 
ghani, leader of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (UDP), had been 
“exposed" as “enemies of God.” 

The parliamentary move was 
tiie latest attempt by Mahdi’s 
government to end the civil war 
in South Sudan, where Sharia is 
anathema to rebels of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 


Southern Sudan politicians 
have urged parliament not to 
adopt any major legislation until 
elections are held to fill 40 vacant 
southern seats. 

Polls have not been possible in 
the south because of the bush war 
waged since 1983 by the SPLA, 
fi ghting to end what it views as 
the domination by the north over 
tiie vast, undeveloped region. 

Veteran politician Andrew 
Wieu of the Sudan African 
National Union (SANU) set up a 


body last week grouping all other 
southern parties not represented 
in parliament to promote what he 
called southern interests. 

Mahdi’s Umma Party has 103 
deputies in parliament, while the 
DUP, T Turnin'* main coalition 
ally, has 63 and NIF 52. Small 
southern Sudanese parties, the 
Communist Party, Sudan Nation¬ 
al Party and independents occupy 
the 43 remaining seats. 

Mohammad resigned despite 
pleas by Mahdi that he should 
remain to maintain a link be¬ 
tween tiie government and the 
NIF, winch has shunned invita¬ 
tions to jean the present coalition 
on the grounds that it was not 
committed to Sharia. 


Lawyer Farouq Al Berreri of 
Mahdi’s Umma Party was elected 
as the new speaker before parlia¬ 
ment recessed Thursday. Hamad 
Ali Tom. of die DUP and south¬ 
erner Stans Wongo were voted 
deputy speakers. 



Javier Perez de Cuellar 


Arafat, 
U.N. chief 
may meet 
in Europe 


Vienna talks postponed 


n 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Palestine observer here 
has been given the U.N. secretary 
general’s schedule for a planned 
visit to Europe in case Palestine 
President and Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat drants to see 
him, a U.N. spokesman jgjgd 

Thursday. 

Spokesman Francois Ghduai 
tola reporters Zehdi Labib Tera, 
the U.N. observer, had discussed 
the matter with Secretary Gener¬ 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

“Should Mr. Arafat wish to see 
the secretary general then pre¬ 
sumably they will try (to meet)," 
Giuliani said. 

Perez de Cuellar will be in 
Luxembourg April 17-19, Gene¬ 
va until April 25, and then to 
Warsaw, Krakow and Vienna. 
He returns to New York April 29. 

Arafat last met the secretaty 
general in Geneva in December 
when the U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly met there to discuss the Pales¬ 
tine question. Arafat made a mp- 
jor address that led to the open¬ 
ing of contacts between the PLO 
and the United States. 

At the General Assembly's 
direction, the secretary general 
has been trying to arrange an 
international conference on the 
Middle East. He ji/as rebuffed 
again by Israel this week in a brief 
meeting with Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir. 


n i»/V 
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A meeting planned for Friday f n . 
in Vienna between Arafat and '■'Itf 
Israeli opposition parliamenta¬ 
rians has been postponed, a PLO 
official said Thursday. 

The meeting, arranged with - 
Austrian government help, had .. . 
been put off indefinitely “betxmse v. 
of questions of agenda and tech- 
nical reasons,” a spokesman for 
the Vienna office for the PLO 
said. 

_ Neither PLO nor Austrian offi- - 
dais would name the Israelis due 
to have taken part. 
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moderate winds and calm sea. 
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(Terminal (1) 

IfeM . 

11:96 ....Amsterdam,New 1 
ItiW 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Bahrain f 

11:4® __ Geneva, Madrid ( 

11:45.Frankfort, BfiiKdt-( 

t2M ..London | 

12:15 . Paris ( 

19:48 -.. Kuwait. Dhahran ( 

IMS...-.Bahrain, Doha i 

2fcM... Lareaca( 

*15.-..Jeddah! 

2830 .Abu Dhabi, Dubai | 

21:15 ..Carrol 


Banana (Muk ammur ).. 

Beans . 
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Cabbage.. 

Carrots.-.. 

Cauliflower.. 

Cucumbers ... 
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Eggplant..1,. 


Lemon......... 

Lettuce 
Marrow 
Marrow 
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Jubilee School workshop 


DAMMAM (J.T.) — A week long 
Workshop* on new trends in curri¬ 
culum development and instruc¬ 
tions in chemistry to {prepare for 
the-opening of the Jubilee School 
ended in i\mman on Thursday 
■with Her Majesty Queen Noor 
attending tjie closing session. 

' : A total o.f 21 specialists, educa¬ 
tionalists, and high calibre 
teachers from various educational 
-institutions in Jordan took part in 
the workshop activities which 
were organised by the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation in coopera¬ 
tion with the British Council and 
the Mofay House College of 
Education in Edinburgh, Scot¬ 
land. 

The queen heard a briefing by 
Mrs. Nawal Ka tnal the director of 
the Jubilee project on the objec¬ 
tives of the workshop and the 
nature of discussions bv the con¬ 


cerned educationists who she said 
came from schools and institu¬ 
tions Tun by the Ministry of 
Education, United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency, (UNRWA), 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), Jordanian universities and 
the Armed Forces. 

The workshops are bound to 
prepare teachers and supervisors 
for the Jubilee School and offer 
the chance for an exchange of 
ideas and expertise, Mrs. Kamal 
noted. Dr. Douglas Buccanan 
from the Moray House College 
presented to the Queen a review 
of the workshops programmes 
which deal with science teaching 
methods, tests for students, the 
employment of audio visual aids 
and computers in teaching and 
the curricula to be adopted. 

The participants in the work¬ 
shop* discussed and learnt about 






Kiiii 


Prince Mohammad,Princess 
Hay a, Princess Taghreed 
attend fashion show 


AMMAN (Petra) — ifis Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, Her 
Royal Highness Princess Hay a A1 
Hussein and Princess Taghr*eed 
Thursday attended a fashion 
straw displaying Arab costunnes 
at the Regency Hotel in Amman. 

The fashion designer was 


Yahya A1 Bishri, a well-known 
Saudi Arabian designer. 

The fashion show was orga¬ 
nised by the Queen Alia Founda¬ 
tion for Hearing and Speech in 
cooperation with Royal Jorda¬ 
nian. The proceeds will benefit 
the foundation’s humanitarian 
activities and programmes (Petra 
photo). 


Energy conference in May 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — An 
international conference on ener¬ 
gy systems will open in Amman 
on May 15 with the participation 
of engineers and scientists from 
-Jordan and other Arab foreign 
countries, according to an 
announcement here Friday. - 
■ The announcement was made 
by the Jordan Engineers Associa¬ 
tion (JEA) which is organising 
the conference in cooperation 
with specialists from scientific re¬ 
search centres and universities 
from Arab and foreign countries. 

According to JEA the three 
day conference will review 23 
working papers on solar energy 
and its applications, the use of 
solar and wind energy In addition 
i to renewable energy resources. 


During the three day confer¬ 
ence there will be an exhibition at 
the University of Jordan display¬ 
ing all forms, of equipment em-. 
ployed in the production of ener- 
,gy and helping to rationalise 
tinergy consumption, the JEA 
said. It noted that Jordanian, 
Arab and foreign companies con¬ 
cerned with solar power and 
rationalisation of energy con¬ 
sumption win be represented at 
the exhibition. 

Aipcording to JEA officials the 
coming conference will aim at 
helping experts to exchange in¬ 
formation and experience and 
discuss the effects of solar power 
on national economies and also 
focus attention on energy systems 
in general. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
foe daily Arabia press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time ami place with the concerned institutions. 


* An art exhibition displaying painting; by children at the 
.. Housing Bank Complex. 

FILM 

* .A Genara fihn entitled “Heinrich” (Engfisfa subtitled) at 
tlie. Goethe Institute — 8:30 pjn. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

* Kwro a tfa n open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 
tone appliances and dtildren’s toys at Malutta, eastern 


new directives in matters related 
to problem-solving skills that in¬ 
cluded sorting information, inter¬ 
preting graphs, drawing up con¬ 
clusions, explaining, predicting 
and generalising. 

The participants considered 
available material dealing with 
science and technology in the 
society, and tried out techniques 
used to develop and assess prac¬ 
tical skills, according to the orga¬ 
nisers. 

The Jubilee School will be a 
model secondary school for gifted 
students and is being established 
by the NHF in honour of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s deep 
commitment to education and in 
recognition of the greater strides 
made under his leadership. 

Two similar workshops were 
held in the summer of 1988, also 
in preparation for the Jubilee 
School which will be built near 
Amman. The projected JD 4 
milli on school is expected to be 
ready before the 1990-1991 scho¬ 
lastic year. 

Folk troupe to West Germany 

Also on Thursday Queen Noor 
attended a session of final rehear¬ 
sals by a cultural and folk troupe, 
which will present the perform¬ 
ance early next month in West 
Germany. Nearly 30 male and 
female youths selected from 
different parts of the country 
have been trained in folk per¬ 
formances and dances for the past 
two months in the course of a 
programme organised by the 
NHF, according to the orga¬ 
nisers. 

The Queen' watched the folk 
dancing and singing of national 
songs at the Royal Cultural Cen¬ 
tre and later thanked the super¬ 
visors and instructors for their 
efforts to help convey a bright 
picture on Jordan’s cultural herit¬ 
age to the outside world. The 
troupe will present at least five 
performances in West . Germany 
between May 1 and May 10 along 
with folk troupes from European 
countries during the West Ger¬ 
man annual youth festical. 

Only Jordan, the Soviet Union 
and Norway will be presented at 
the festival in which 40 troupes 
from West Germany will be parti¬ 
cipating, according to NHF. The 
participants are all aged between 
15 and 20 years and will be 
presenting performances reflect¬ 
ing their national heritage. 


NAF 
spends 
JD 8,390 
in March 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Nation¬ 
al Aid Fond (NAF) last month 
spent JD 8,390 on projects de¬ 
signed to help needy families earn 
their own income and stop receiv¬ 
ing NAFs assistance. 

NAF Director General Khalil A1 
Fa'omi said fhat loans which 
amounted in some cases to JD 
3,000 were given to projects to be 
carried out by the heads of the 
needy families depending on the 
size and type of project 

He said mat 35 per cent of the 
loan is considered as a grant while 
the remaining 65 per cent will be 
repaid over very long periods of 
time after the project had started 
earning sufficient income for the 
families. 

In Most cases NAF provides 
the loans and the grants to those 
handicapped people who support 
families, and in many cases the 
NAF finances vocational t raining 
programmes to rehabilitate the 
beneficiaries and enable them to 
cany out the required jobs’to 
earn income. 


‘Electoral law ready 
for cabinet approval 9 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan has revised 
its electoral law to exclude the 
inhabitants of the Israeli-occu¬ 
pied West Bank and end the 
allocation of seats for Palestinians 
in refugee camps inside the coun¬ 
try, a senior Jordanian official 
said. 

‘The revised law is now ready 
for endorsement by the cabinet.” 
the official told Reuters on condi¬ 
tion that his name was withheld. 

The amendments follow His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
announcement on July 31 that 
Jordan had severed legal and 
administrative links with the 
West Bank. 

The move boosted the role of 
the Palestine liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) as sole repre¬ 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

Jordan's 1960 election law pro¬ 
vided for 30 seats each for the 
East and West Bank. 

A 1986 law, that was never 
used for an election, gave the 
East Bank 71 seats, toe West 
Bank 60 and allocated 11 seats for 
Palestinians living in refugee 
camps inside Jordan. 

If toe revised law-is approved 
the new Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment will have only 71 seats. 

Palestinians living in toe West 
Bank were issued with Jordanian 
passports valid for only two years 
after toe separation. 

These are merely travel docu¬ 
ments and do not entitle holders 
of Jordanian citizenship and the 
right to vote in Jordanian elec¬ 
tions. 

They had previously held the 
ordinary five-year Jordanian 
passports as they were deemed 
Jordanian citizens living under 
Israeli occupation. 

Most Palestinians living in re¬ 
fugee camps inside Jordan have 
Jordanian citizenship. Under toe 


amended law they will be able to 
stand for election and vote in toe' 
constituencies where their camps 
are located .! 

’The refugee camp’s status as 
independent constituencies is 
now changed and voters registered 
there wifi be redistributecf among 
other constituencies," the official 
said. 

The only change for them is 
that they will not have a special 
allocation of 11 seats as pre¬ 
viously. 

No derision bas been taken yet 
on holding general elections, 
senior officials and Arab diplo¬ 
mats have said. 

King Hussein dissolved the 
Lower House of Parliament, half 
of whose 60 seats were beld by 
'West Bank deputies, on July 30 
— one day before links with toe 
West Bank were severed. 

The West Bank deputies were 
originally elected a few weeks 
before Israel occupied tbe area in 
toe 1967 war. 

The 30-member Upper House 
or Senate appointed by the King 
was not affected when the Lower 
House was dissolved. It will be 
retained under the amended law. 
It has no powers to legislate 
without tbe Lower House. 

King Hussein said in July toe 
separation would not affect toe 40 
per cent of Jordanian citizens of 
Palestinian origin among toe esti¬ 
mated 3.2 million population. 

“Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin living ip Jordan are an integ¬ 
ral part of the Jordanian state, 
they belong to it, they live on its 
land... they all have the rights of 
Jordanian citizenship and its 
obligations,” tbe King said. 

He said at the time he hoped to 
demonstrate this in the near fu¬ 
ture” through toe democratic 
process, where those who accept 
to be citizens of Jordan can enjoy 
their rights of running for elec¬ 
tions and being elected.” 


ACC boosts Aqaba 
role — Qaqish 


AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba ac¬ 
quires a central geographical 
position among port cities of toe 
four member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) states which group 
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and North 
Yemen, and therefore is expected 
to play a leading role in toe 
region’s tourism, trade and eco¬ 
nomic cooperation, Aqaba Re¬ 
gion Authority (ARA) President 
Bass am Qaqish said in a state¬ 
ment Friday. 

Qaqish said the port city is 
gradually becoming a major in¬ 
dustrial centre in view of the 
concentration of industries and 
due to the export facilities of 
Jordanian phosphate, potash and 
fertilizers. 

Several studies have been car- 

' tied out for the city’s comprehen¬ 
sive development and that of toe 
human settlements around toe 
city — inhabited by some 55,000 
people —- and a number of pro¬ 
jects are underway in toe course 
of a plan to promote industry, 
tourism and export import opera¬ 
tions, Qaqish noted. 

, As to tourism, he said the city 
is witnessing continual develop 
meat and growth, and ARA is 
canning out projects to help in 
this respect. He said that at pre¬ 
sent work is going on in setting up 
the Arab palm tree forest in 
winch no less than 5,000 trees will 
be planted. A similar forest is 
being set np by ARA in Qwueira. 

ARA has also plans to set up a 
cultural centre in Aqaba, which 


will have a museum, a library.and 
sports facilities. 

Qaqish said that a sports com¬ 
plex has been completed in 
Aqaba and toe Royal-Yachting 
Dub is currently building other 
sports facilities and installations. 
ARA is going ahead with con¬ 
struction projects to develop poor 
areas like Shallaleh and Sal addin 
districts of Aqaba, Qaqish added. 

ARA has also floated a tender 
to set up 600 chalets work on 
which will start in 1989 and an 
agreement has been reached with 
Royal Jordanian to set up a 300 
room hotel near the coast part of 
ARA’s ongoing efforts to prom¬ 
ote tourism. Qaqish said. 

According to tbe Ports Cor¬ 
poration Department’s deputy 
director Isam Habash, the port in 
Aqaba earns toe treasury be¬ 
tween JD 10 and 12 million 
annually, mostly revenues and 
fees collected from transporting 
goods and passengers and transit 
services as well as fees for storing 
goods at the port. 

In the past years nearly 18 per 
cent of toe total Iraqi oil exports 
went through the Aqaba port 
which still serves as a main entry 
centre for Iraqi goods, Habash 
noted. 

He said that among the pro¬ 
jects underway at toe port is a JD 
450,000 tower which would pro¬ 
vide navigational guidance to 
ships. He said that a JD 1.7 
million passenger terminal is 
nearing completion. 










King hosts iftar banquet 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday evening hosted an iftar banquet at AJ 
Hussein Youth City. Attending the banquet were 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Chief of tbe Royal Court 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, toe King’s private advisor 
Amer Khammash, Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ibn Zaid, senior officials, secretary generals of 


different ministries, provincial governors, universi¬ 
ty presidents, beads of semi independent organisa¬ 
tions, presidents of professional and trade anions, 
heads of the Christian community in Jordan, and 
members of the board of trustees of the Arab Youth 
Forum. The King and the guests performed the 
evening prayers before toe banquet. 


Pure, natural, 
healthy water 


In the second of a two parts article on bottled water in Jordan, water 
experts discuss the quality of the bottled water and means of protecting its 
quality from deterioration. Pan one appeared in Thursday's issue. 


By Nigwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

DIRECTOR of toe Water Re¬ 
search and Studies Centre 
(WRSC) at toe University of Jor¬ 
dan, Dr. Ellias Salameh defines 
“pure, natural, healthy, mineral 
water" as “natural water not tre¬ 
ated physically or chemically, is 
poured immediately into the bot¬ 
tles (from toe water source) and 
contains 1000 milligrammes of 
salts. In all its properties it resem¬ 
bles drinking water qualities and 
it should have a certain nutrition¬ 
al and physical effect or it con¬ 
tains at least 250 milligrammes of 
COz gas.” 

“Pure", according to Salameh. 
means that the water sources, 
should not contain common bac¬ 
teria types which can multiply in 
the bottle, “indicating con¬ 
tamination of toe source." 

According to toe Vice Presi¬ 
dent of Ghadeer, Ramzi 
Haditheh, and the head of 
Kawthar, Ma’an Zabian. the 
treatment process of bottled wa¬ 
ter, which includes filteration, 
ultraviolet, carbon filter and ozo- 
nisation, renders toe water “bac- 
teria-free” and thereby “pure.” 

However, ozonisation has cre¬ 
ated a “controversy,” on whether 
the water is “natural” or not. 
Salameh said that some experts 
do not consider ozonisation a 
treatment “because tbe ozone 
vanishes." 

University of Jordan Micro¬ 
biologist. Dr. Fuad Hashweh. be¬ 
lieves that ozonisation is a treat¬ 
ment. “Ozone changes the quali¬ 
ty of some of toe material (in toe 
water). It oxidises toe material, 
making the water no longer ‘natu¬ 


ral’,** said Hashweh.- 

However, since ozonisation is 
allowed as a treatment in the 
specification of the bottled water, 
Hashweh said that toe Depart- 
’ ment of Standardisation and Met¬ 
rology should take the necessary 
steps to rectify the labelling on 
the bottles. 

As for the “healthy** and 
“mineral” labels, director of the 
Industrial Chemistry Department 
at the RSS, Dr. Murad Beno, 
said that toe bottled water must 
contain certain minerals which 
have nutritional or physiological 
effects on the consumer. 

“Mineral water should have a 
taste (due to toe presence of 
minerals),"said Beno. 

Salameh added that mineral 
water can not be taken in "all toe 
time like drinking water which is 
pure, natural with a total dis¬ 
solved solids amounting to less 
than 100 milligrammes.** 

Drinking too much mineral wa¬ 
ter. “has negative health hazards 
in toe long run," said Salameh, 
dring kidney stones as an exmple. 

Hashweh added that if bottled 
water has 500 milligrammes of 
total dissolved solids then ii is 
considered a low mineral water 
content, and if it has more than 
1,000 milligrammes then it is 
richer in minerals. 

He believes that it is the com¬ 
panies duty to classify the water 
on toe label by mentioning the 
total dissolved solids present. 
“This would give the consumer 
an idea of his or her mineral 
intake," said Hashweh. The spe¬ 
cification makes such classifica¬ 
tion optional. 

If CO? is added to the water. 


Salameh said, this should also be 
mentioned on the label. 

Head of the Land Protection 
Dr. Saleh Share and head of the 
water protection Ahmed Khatab 
at the Department of Environ¬ 
ment agreed with the experts 
from the University of Jordan 
that the label should be changed. 

“It is supposed to read natural 
treated water* not ‘mineral water* 
since it should have certain salts 
and minerals and a certain 
amount of carbon dioxide,” said 
Khatab. 

The main difference between 
the bottled water and tap water 
according to Salameh and Share 
lies in toe treatment. While bot¬ 
tled water bas ozone to kzll the 
bacteria, tap water uses chlorine. 

Share considers the use of 
ozone “better health wise.” 
Salameh on the other hand said 
that the presence of residual 
chlorine kills the bacteria in the 
tap water, long after the ozone 
has evaporated from the bottled 
water. 

However, the bottled water 
companies are not accused of 
“fooling" their customers since 
they are abiding by the specifica¬ 
tions set by the Department of 
Standardisation and Metrology. 

According to the department 
director Hassan AI Saudi, the 
department requires the com¬ 
panies to include the name of the 
company, the contents of the 
bottle and the filling and expiry 
dates. 

“These (criteria) were set by 
the technical committee (which 
covers all toe private and public 
sectors working with water),’* 
said Saudi. 

He added that if any side is 
dissatisfied with the specifica¬ 
tions, they “cun ask for changes 
in these specifications provided 
they are supported with studies." 


Mediterranean health meeting concludes 


AMMAN *(J.T.) — General 
health issues in the East 
Mediterranean region and the 
programmes of the Amman- 
based Regional Centre for En¬ 
vironmental Health activities 
were discussed by a World Health 
Organisation (WHO) regional 
consultative committee at a two 
day meeting which was concluded 
in Amman Friday. 


The health ministers of Moroc- 
* co, Syria and Jordan are among 
the 14 member committee which 
also includes former ministers, 
health specialists and representa- 
'tives of ministries of planning in 
the Mediterranean region, 
according to a spokesman. 

He said that WHO regional 
Director Hussein Abdul Razzak 
AJ Jaza’iri chaired toe committee 


meeting which discussed matters 
designed to achieve comprehen¬ 
sive health development 
The two day meeting, he 
added, covered such questions as 
school health programmes, re¬ 
solutions taken by the commit¬ 
tee in its previous meetings last 
year and means ot involving 
citizens in the planning develop¬ 
ment schemes 
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Stop Shamir 


THE choice of the Israeli occupying forces for the pre-dawn 
prayer time during the holy month of Ramadan to conduct 
its search and seek operation against Easting Muslims in the' 
village of Nahalin/kflhng and iqjnring in the process scores 
of worshipers Thursday, is an affront to Islam, a grave 
sacrilegions act against Muslims everywhere and an out¬ 
rageous desecration against the holy month of Ramadan. 
What adds insult to injury is the fret that this latest 
massacre against Palestinians in the month of Ramadan 
came on the heels of Israel’s delirium over the accidental 
throwing of stones on the viators of the Waiting Wall last 
Friday. Clearly this attack on Nahatin and similar acts 
against Palestinians performing their religions duties make 
a mockery of Israel’s declared concern for the sanctity of 
holy places whether Muslim, Christian or Jew. 

And that is not all. Shamir’s escalation of violence against 
the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip comes in 
the wake of his offidal talks with U.S. President George 
Bosh and his senior aides including Secretary of State James. 
Baker. If this is not a vulgar and arrogant rebuff and insult 
to the U.S. administration, which has counselled Shamir for 
restraint and positive initiatives in order to create the 
favourable climate for peace in the Middle East one does not 
know what is. By opting to do exactly the opposite of what 
President Bush and Secretary Baker have advised, S hamir 
is telling die White Honse and even the whole American 
nation that Israel and Israel alone calls all the shots in the 
Middle East. Thus S hamir was not contented with flatly 
refusing every reasonable advice and every piece of friendly 
persuasion offered to him during his visit to Washington on 
how to give the peace process in the Middle East a chance, 
but deliberately' chose to match his words with acts to give 
Washington a hard Besson on which party ««lk all the shots 
in the Middle East. 

The White House is accordingly called upon to draw the 
-necessary conclusions from S hamir ’s .truant policies.' 
Washington is duty bound to stand np to S hamir and his 
clique to prove to them that the U.S. is no banana republic 
as far as Israel is concerned. 

Likewise the Islamic world is also called upon to take 
notice of Israel's atrocities against Islam in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and to adopt appropriate measures to pntan 
end to Israel’s lawlessness by effective and persuasive 
means. 

Finally, It behoves the whole international community to 
act forcefotiy and speedily to stop tire Israeli fanatics from 
turning the Arab-Israeii conflict into a religious one. The 
international community can do so by matching its conde¬ 
mnation of the Nahatin massacre with actions that S hamir 
can fed and understand. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Friday tackled the resolutions of the Arab 
Cooperation Council's prime ministers meetings in Baghdad 
which it said achieved good progress towards greater integration 
among the four council countries. The most important of these 
resolutions is perhaps the decision to embark on such matters as 
organising the work of the ACCs headquarters and general 
secretariat which would be in charge of handling the ACCs 
financial , organisational and administrative affairs, said the 
paper. There is no doubt that the other resolutions, like 
coordination on security affairs, and the facilities to be given to 
manpower from ACC countries in residence and employment as 
well as judicial matters between the four countries are of 
paramount importance at this stage, the paper added. The 
outcome of the first higher meeting represented by the prime 
minis ters of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and North Yemen, the paper 
noted, is a source of hope and optimism and is being followed 
with great interest by the Arab masses in the Arab World at large. 
The four prime ministers, the paper concluded have thus laid the 
groundwork for their future action and for further steps to be 
taken on the road towards unity. 


A1 Dustour’s editorial Friday tackled the new massacre committed 
by the Israeli forces in the occupied Arab lands. Referring to the 
Nahalin massacre in which six innocent people were slaughtered 
many more injured, the paper said that the Zionist criminals have 
returned to the same village after their first massacre there 25 
years ago to commit a similar crime equally ugly. The paper said 
that the crime proves that the Israelis have never ceased to 
express their hatred towards the Arab people of Palestine and 
never given up their dreams of maintaining their occupation of 
Palestinian territory and their lust for bloodshed. The new crime, 
the paper added proves to the world that the Zionists lust for 
blood is not quenched yet and that the world should watch other 
massacres equally horrible as long as the occupation lasts. The 
new massacre, the paper noted coincided with the Bush adminis¬ 
tration announcement that it will pursue effort to bring peace to 
Palestine. Therefore, the paper added, the United States is now 
expected to take steps not only to condemn such actions but put 
an end to Israel's crimes. 


Saw! A1 Shaab daily commented on the Nahalin massacre by 
saying that it proves to the whole world that Israel was going 
ahead with all its power and all its criminal methods to perpetuate 
its occupation of the Arab land. The paper said that the Israelis 
hope with such atrocities to put an end to the Palestinian intifada 
and end the Arab people's struggle for freedom. Such actions, the 
paper noted, should prompt the world community now to expose 
the Zionists and their actions and isolate Israel from the rest of 
the human community. This crime should end all pretexts under 
which the United States had been trying to cover up for Israel’s 
actions and condone its atrocities, the paper added.- It said the 
new massacre should indeed end all Washington’s economic, 
political and military aid to the Jewish state. 


Sri Lankan president loses patience 


By Fdzal Samath 

Reuter 

COLOMBO—Sri Lankan Presi¬ 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa is 
toting patience with peaceful 
efforts to end Tamil and 
S inhal ese guerrilla campaigns and-. 
migh t one day resort to a military 
solution, politicians and political 
analysts say. 

After bang elected last Dc- 4 
cember, Premadasa made three 
unsuccessful appeals to the rebels 
to give up their armed campaigns 
in return for amnesty and rehabi¬ 
litation. 

On Wednesday a week-long 
unila teral ceasefire by security 
forces took effect on Premadasa’s. 
orders in what appears to be his 
final attempt to be conciliatory. 

Hector Abhayawardene, a 
veteran political commentator. 


said this was likely to be Pre- 
madasa’s last peace call to the 
rebels. 

“He can't go on and on with 
the peace call. And he seems to 
be gearing for a big militaiy. 
offensive, judging by reports of 
new laws being drafted to deal 
with rebels,” be said. 

Tamil guerrillas are fighting for 
a separate state in the north and 
east while the leftist People's 
Liberation Front, known by its 
Sinhalese initials JVP, is trying to 
overthrow the government from 
southern strongholds. 

Officials said more than 12,000 
people have been killed in the 
past six years in the two rebel¬ 
lions. 

The mam Tamil rebel group 
has rejected the ceasefire, saying 
it would surrender only after the 


withdrawal of all die 45,000 Indi¬ 
an troops who are in Sri Lanka to 
enforce a pact aimed at ending 
the Tamil campaign. 

‘The ceasefire ts an exercise in 
futility, because we do not prop-, 
osetohand over our weapons to 
anybody,” the group, the Libera¬ 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, said 
Tuesday. 

The Tigers’ statement coin¬ 
cided with an announcement by 
an Tndian government spokesman 
in New Delhi that more troops 
would be withdrawn from Sri 
Lanka in view of the favourable 
situation. 

About 5,000 froops have been 
withdrawn -at Premadasa’s re¬ 
quest since last December. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne told parliament 
two weeks ago that more Indian 


troops would go back in batches 
in June and December. 

Mahmd a Wijesekexa, member 
of parliament of the .oppostioni 
Freedom Party, sod the ceasefire 
was unlikely to succeed. 

“It is Premadasa’s final fling 
with peace before he launches his 
military option,” Wijesekera, a 
former JVP member stud. 

He said the government’s 
approach to the problem was 
contradictory. “You offer peace 
but also prepare drastic laws to 
fight than. How can rebels trust 
the government if these tactics 
are used?” be asked. 

“There must be a national dia¬ 
logue, a national consensus first. 
The government should sit down 
and discuss with all groups their 
problems before announcing one¬ 
way ceasefires and amnesties,” 


Wijesekexa said. 

The government said, that re- 
Jbeis who surrender during die 
‘April 12-to 19 ceasefire would be 
given an amnesty and. rehabili¬ 
tated. 

The rebels would be protected, 

fed, dotted mid trained for em¬ 
ployment once they give them¬ 
selves up at 728 “rercption" cen¬ 
tres set up across die island, a 
statement said.. 

Officials said the government 
wa< pre paring amendm ents to die 
prevention of terrorism act, 
aimed at dealing firmly with 
southern rebels. 

They sakl the new laws include 
the death penalty for people who 
have killed any person. At pre¬ 
sent the death penalty under the 
act applies only to action against 


specified persons such ’apr.thfe.. 


tens. 


mmthx from t hr ee months , (tie 
detention of suspects without * 
trial. Premadasa last week ^ 

offsredpariiaimentary seats, with¬ 
out boktmg an election, for rebefc 
who stopped their campaign. > 

The president, who toys he is 

smeerem his offer, has often said> 
ja pofitkal sohrtn was the oft’ 
way out of the present .-. 

• But a university professor of -, 
political science said people wttt • 
tired of Premadasa’s promises. * 

"He (Premadasa) promised to 
solve the problems soon- as be 
became president.. Bui after four ; 
months nothing has beep ■ 
solved,” the professor, who de-‘. 
dined to be named, said. . _ : 


Schools, homes deserted in South Africa's Natal war 


By Rich Mkhondo 

Reuter 

SHONGWEN1, South Africa — 
When Charles Memorial Primary 
School opened this year, only five 
pupils answered “present 1 ' at the 
morning roll-call. 

Gradually the number grew to 
40. But last week a band of 
youths brandishing automatic 
rifles stormed into the school, 
scattering staff and pupils. 

Now teachers at Charles 
Memorial and two other schools 
in this black Natal township wait 
in vain every day for a single 
pupil. 

Thousands of children have 
fled the community and Shong- 
weni is turning into a ghost town 
because of a brutal power strug¬ 
gle between supporters of the 
leftist United Democratic Front 


(UDF) and Tnkarha, a conserva¬ 
tive Zulu organisation. 

UDF and Ttikafoa both oppose 
white minority rule, but are at 
loggerheads over the best 
strategy to fight apartheid. 

The UDF is sympathetic to die 
outlawed African National Con¬ 
gress (ANC), which is waging a 
guerrilla war against white rule. 

Tnkatha takes a conservative 
approach, preferring to fight 
apartheid from within Pretoria’s 
official policy of establishing trib¬ 
al homelands. 

Clashes between the two 
groups have killed more than 
1,000 people over the past two 
years in the Zulu heartland of 
Natal province. 

The chairman of Sbongwenfs 
regional authority. Chief Mhla- 
buzima Maphumulo has asked 
President P.W. Botha to establish 


a co mmiss ion of inquiry to seek a 
remedy to toe conflict. 

"Frightened and helpless, 
those in. the middle of toe bloody 
dvfl war seem to have lost faith in 
the law,” he said in affidavits 
backing his request. 

"A political settlement might 
come some day, but the warfare 
is breeding a generation of illiter¬ 
ates.,” said Hamilton Mkhize, a 
teacher in Shongweni. 

A few fortunate Shongweni 
students 1 have found places else¬ 
where in Natal province, but 
most schools reserved for blacks 
under apartheid are desperately 
overcrowded and parents say 
many children have been refused 
admission elsewhere. 

Shongweni is the hardest hit of 
the many settlements around 
Natal ravaged by the fighting. 

Shops are closed, famili es have 


abandoned their homes fled 
to the bush , local government 
cannot operate and public trans¬ 
port has ground to a halt. 

Fewer than 50 of Sbongwenfs 
estimated 5,000 families have 
dared to remain in the area while 
others have trekked to townships 
where the warfare has subsided. 

Some of those who remain 
sleep in the bush at ni gh t for fear 
of bong attacked. 

"I have never seen anything 
Eke this before, toe fabric of 
community life has been des¬ 
troyed. We live like wild anim¬ 
als,” Mkhize said. 

Violence between Inkatha, and 
•the UDF erupted in 1984 and the 
battles escalated in the ensuing 
years. 

Jailed black nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela, imprisoned In. 
1964 for plotting to overthrow 


white rule, has appealed for peace. 

“In my entire political queer 
few things have distressed me as 
to see our people killing one 
another as is now happening,” 
Mandela said in a letter to In- 
katha leader Mangosuthu 
ButhelezL 

"As you know, the entire fab¬ 
ric of community fife in some erf the 
affected areas has been seriously 
disrupted, leaving behind a lega¬ 
cy of hatred and bitterness winch 
may haunt us for years to come. 
It is the matter which requires the 
urgent attention of all the people 
in this country,” Mandela wrote. 

The rival groups in Natal have 
established their territorial bor¬ 
ders, village by village and street 
by street. 

Efforts by a variety of organisa¬ 
tions to bring toe warring parties * 
together to find a settlement have 


foundered. 

An obstacle to dialogue »that 
the UDF was effectively banned 
by the government in February 
1988, ami many of its members 
have eitoeT been banned or de¬ 
tained. 

Pretoria has periodkalHy sent in 
police reinforcements in a bid to 
quell the violence, but so far their 
presence has done little to halt 
the killings. 

The Congress of South African 
Trade Unions, South' Africa’s 
biggest trade union group which 
is affiliate d to toe TJDF, last 
month produced a dossaer of affi- 
- davits by residents accusing. 
police of supporting Inkatha in; 
the fighting. 

Police have consistently denied! 
allegations that they are taking.' 
sides in the fighting. 


North Korea faces 
growing isolation 


By Mark O’Neill 

Reuter 

PYONGYANG — North Korea 
faces growing isolation because of 
its extremist image, its failure to 
repay foreign debts and a success¬ 
ful diplomatic offensive by the 
booming South. 

Sweden and Austria have with¬ 
drawn their diplomats from Pyon¬ 
gyang, leaving a Finnish commer¬ 
cial secretary as the sole West 
European diplomat permanently 
in North Korea. 

Pyongyang angrily downgraded 
relations with Hungary to charge 
d'affaires level after Budapest 
established diplomatic ties with 
Seoul in February. 

The Soviet Union followed 
Yugoslavia in opening a trade 
office in Seoul earlier this month 
and will be followed by Poland 
and Bulgaria in toe first half of 
this year. 

“Asian diplomacy now is all 
about money,” a diplomat in 
Pyongyang said. "The South has 
capital and technology to export, 
the North does not It is losing 
out.” 

Another reason for the isola¬ 
tion is toe bombing of a Korean 
air lines plane in November 1987 
over Burma which Seoul blames 
on the North. Oue of the bom¬ 
bers confessed on national televi¬ 
sion in South Korea that she was 
a North Korean agent. 

Most countries believed the 
South. Fewer delegations came 
here after that,'’ a second diplo¬ 
mat said. 

North Korean officials disclaim 
responsibility for the bombing, 
calling the South’s case “a fab¬ 
rication” and saying those ac¬ 
cused of carrying it out were not 
from the North. 

‘Time will prove who is right 
and who is wroug,” said Kang 
Jong D, a member of toe Korean 
Society for Relations with Fore¬ 
ign Countries, in an interview. 

“Histoiy tells us that those who 
are in a dilemma carry out such a 
plot, like the burning of the 
Reichstag in 1936," he said, re¬ 
ferring to the inddedt when the 
Nazis set fire to the German 
parliament and blamed it on toe 
Communist Party. 

"It is a pity some Socialist 
countries have relations with the 
South, bartering dass principles 
for a few dollars. We hope they 
will abide by their principles. We 
mil not be so foolish as to cut 
relations with them,” he said. 

The country’s two strongest 
allies are the Soviet Union and 
China, whose military assistance 
in toe Korean war threw back the 
U.N. forces to the 38th parallel 
and saved the North. 

Both countries also provided 
enormous financial assistance in 
the post-war reconstruction 
period. They have large embas¬ 
sies in the centre of Pyongyang, 
while nearly all the others have 
been moved to diplomatic quarter 
in the south of the dty. 

“The Soviet Union and China 
do not mind about toe Kim II 
Sung personality cult, which they 
regard as an internal .fair," said 


toe second diplomat, referring to 
the aura surrounding the North 
Korean president who has led the 
country since its founding in 
1948. 

“They have a common poEcy 
toward North Korea and are not 
competing for its favour. Both 
want stability in the Korean 
peninsula,” he said. 

"It will be more aggressive in its 
diplomacy this year, especially in 
seeking a peace agreement with 
toe U.S.,” he said. The Korean 
war ended in 1953 only with an 
armistice. 

U.S. firms are not allowed to 
do trade or investment with 
North Korea, except of a huma¬ 
nitarian nature, and North Korea 
has one of the lowest ratings in 
access to goods controlled by 


N.&S.KOREA 



COCOM, a committee regulating 
exports to Communist countries. 

Since last September, it has 
held three rounds of talks in 
Pelting with toe United States, at 
toe level of political counsellor. 

A spokesman at the U.S. 
embassy in Peking said that, dur¬ 
ing toe talks, both sides repeated 
their positions. "There was not a 
lot of give and take. We would 
Eke to improve relations.” 

Commercially, North Korea 
has isolated itself by defaulting on 
its foreign debt, making it ineligi¬ 
ble for new credit from the West¬ 
ern world. 

North Korean officials could 
not give a figure for toe debt. 
Kang said that non-repayment 
was not a political decision. 

“Once we have completed ma¬ 
jor projects, paying back is no 
problem for us," he said. 

North Korea earns Kttle hard 
currency. Official figures for 
trade show a surplus in 1986, the 
last published year, of $480 mil¬ 
lion on exports of $6.1 billion and 
imports of $5.62 billion, matt in 
barter with Socialist countries. 

But it softened its policy of 
self-sufficiency by issuing a joint 
venture law in 1984. 

Li Myong So, an economist at 
the Academy of Social Science, 
sakl joint ventures had been set 
up with France, Italy, Japan, 
Canada, Switzerland, Soviet Un¬ 
ion, East Germany and Poland, 
with most of the money coming 
from Koreans in Japan. 


ANC veteran is witness 
|n South Africa’s killing fields 


By Rich Mkhondo 

Reuter 

EDENDALE, South Africa — 
From his living room window, 
Harry Gwala can see gan g? of 
armed men roaming the country¬ 
side amid rows of bullet-riddled 
houses. . 

From foie window overlooking 
the rolling green MU* of Natal he 
has seen pitched battles between 
rival groups, watched houses 
burned to toe ground and witnes¬ 
sed countless funerals of the vic¬ 
tims of South Africa’s "Zulu 
war”. 

But the 68-year-old veteran of 
the outlawed African National 
Congress (ANQ is powerless to 
stop the violence that has ravaged 
villages around toe Natal provin¬ 
cial capital of Pietermaritzbug for 
four years now. 

“Death comes without a warn¬ 
ing in these villages, fighting and 
funerals are everyday engage¬ 
ments. It is bad that instead of 
fighting apartheid which is the 
main perpetrator of violence, fel¬ 
low Macks should be killin g each 
other,” Gwala said. 

The w arrin g factions, the Un¬ 
ited Democratic Front (UDF) 
coalition and the Zulu Inkatha 
Movement, both say they are 
crusading against apartheid. 

But they are at loggerheads 
over the best strategy for oppos¬ 
ing race discrimination. 

The heavily restricted UDF is 
more radical in its fight against 
.white minority, rule. 

Inkatha, beaded by Zola lead¬ 


er Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
favo u rs working from within the 
system to oppose apartheid. 

Fighting broke ont between the 
two groups in 1964 after the ANC 
called on its supporters to make 
South Africa ungovernable. 

Black youths across the coun¬ 
try attacked symbols of apartheid 
inducting government, officials 
and poficefaeii "ami- carried the 
fight into Inkatha’s stronghold, 
the string of townships set amid 
die hills of Natal. 

Its power base threatened, In¬ 
katha counter-attacked and a 
bloody battle of toe villages be¬ 
gan. More than 1,000 people 
nave been killed so far and no- 
one in the region seems to dunk 
peace is withm reach. 

Gwala, released last November 
because of fll health after 21 yean 
in prison alongside nationalist 
leader Nelson Mandela for plot¬ 
ting to overthrow white rule, has 
found hims elf transplanted into a 
killing field. 

On the day Reuters inter¬ 
viewed him, gunmen burst into a 
house down the road and killed 
three people before burning the 
bouse. 

Gwala cannot campaign 
against the strife because of 
emergency restrictions prohibit¬ 
ing political rallies. He is far too 
sick to return to political activity,, 
having lost the use of both arms 

He can only sit by his window, 
propped up in an armchair by 
piDows. But Gwala still hopes to 
help end toe bitter feud between 
the UDF and Inkatha. 


There is a steady flow of visi¬ 
tors to his modest home in 
Eden dale towmshipl Most of 
them are victims of toe war seek¬ 
ing his help or advice. 

‘T sit here looking Hire a 
monarch with all these people 
queuing to speak to me about this 
deadly situati on. The conflict is? 
profoundly exacerbated-.by-too 
apartheid structures, political 
strife and the hardships under 
which black people have 
laboured for generations,” Gwala 
said. 

The question is always asked! 
Why Natal townships when the 
rest of the country is relatively 
calm? 

“The answer is, at least in part 
geographical. Natal townships 
are a mixture of urban, rural and 
traditionial way of life. The urban 
represents the more radical ideas 
held mostly by UDF members,” 
the Mamtist-leaning Gwala said. 

“Then we have the rural and 
traditional, mostly old Inkatha 
members. Their opponents are 
young, urbanised ana impatient 
radicals. The geographical mix 
and the conflict inherent in it, is 
why Natal townships have be¬ 
come the flashpoint of toe entire 
country,” he added. 

He contends that recent peace 
overtures between tine warring 
factions and toe chances of a 
complete ceasefire have dimi¬ 
nished bee use Of the banning of 
the UDF, toe detention of its 
leaders and what be s$ys is the 
authorities’ partiality towards In* 
hatha. 



For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tci. 604676. 6046% 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
AhhyyahGirfs School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


CROWN 
INT*L EST- 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

’TSentoailwSnitowottd 
Tel: 664090.660852 
Thu 22205 BESMCO JO 
PjO. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


i'THRmT 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming pot is available 

Take awarevaUaUe 

Open daily 12:00- If-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 y 



PEOPLE mo MEEV 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 



CALL US! 


Electrohix 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


& 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take cans of the works, 

DoortoDoOr. 

Call the .friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX. 


': rasvwijii/. 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our “ 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
• p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chlftese Food 


Korean Brir-B-Q . 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

HwMtQftmkc 

Open daily Noon - 3‘J0pjn. 
& 630 p.m.- midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Afo'tah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Kathakali—once 
seen, never forgotten 


Traditionally, female characters fnlmthi dali are played by males 
but there has been recent change hji 'this respect. 


The colourful classical Indian dance-drama of kathakali is 
enjoying a revival. Anand Shankar looks behind the 
scenes .for an insight into the traditional splendour of this 
noble art. •' 


AS DUSK gently descends on 
the village, the stillness is shat¬ 
tered by a deafening noise from 
the temple courtyard: The 
rhythmic beat of drams 
announces that a kathakali per¬ 
formance is being held here 
tonight. 

This is Kerala, kathakali 
country. In this southwestern 
state of India, kathakali is a 
unique art form as symbolic of 
the palm-fringed land as its 
serene backwaters, mountains 
and paddy fields. 

The performance tonight is 
Kafyanasanghandikam. one of 
the more exciting ka thakali 
pieces, taken from an episode: 
in the Indian epic. The 
Mahabharata. It teDs essential¬ 
ly. of the quest for a rare flower 
of tbe same name by Bhima. a 
valorous,Strong, yef foolhardy 
tyri&bt***** 1 '? ■" - - 

His halfirtotber HanumSn', 
the monkey god, cannot bek x 
the sight of Bhima's arrogance 
as be stomps through the 
forest, destroying everything, i® 
his way and sending the bea sts 
scurrying for cover. 

To teach him a lesson in 
humility, Hanuman disguises 
himself as a decrepit old mo ak- 
ey and obstructs Bhima’s path. 
In a test of wills and strength, 
Bhima is humbled. Realising 
he is up against someone v;istly 
superior, he relents and H anu- 
man reveals himself. Bhima 


p roceeds in search of the flow- 
15.1, a wiser man, 

Hanuman’s part is played by 

■' Kalatnanrialam Raman hmy 

Nair, former principal of Kera- 
‘ la's most prestigious kathakali' 
school, and foremost exponent 
of tbe art today. Involved with 
, kathakali for more than 50 
years, Ramankutty Nair’s forte 
is the role of Hanuman. The 
whole village knows there's 
none better to play this role 
and it's soon apparent their 
expectations are not unjusti¬ 
fied. 

Resplendent in his awesome 
makeup, enormous skirt, high 
headgear and colourful cos¬ 
tume, be enters the stage and 
yanks tbe curtain away. Silence 
envelops the crowd...This is a 
role the old nja^er has played 

' agwspfe' 

le brings the forest to the 
stage: with intricate hand ges¬ 
tures and graceful eye and 
body movements, be paints a 
vivid picture of the chaos that 
he witnesses. He struts around 
imitating Bhima whom he can 
see in all his arrogance. He 
imitates the deer, the 
elephants, the tigers and the 
birds which scatter in panic 
before Bhima's terrifying adv¬ 
ance. The emotions come 
through clearly: disgust, pity, 
fear and fury. The accompany¬ 
ing singers and drummers 


heighten the atmosphere and 
the spectator is swiftly trans¬ 
ported to a beautiful theatre of 
the imagination. The whole 
spectacle is a fascinating ex¬ 
perience; once seen, never for¬ 
gotten. 

Complex art form 

Kathakali is a complex ait 
form. First-time spectators 
often complain that its least 
understandable aspect is the 
geature or mndra. The katha-. 
kali actor never speaks; all 
words and emotions are con¬ 
veyed through hand gestures. 
This is the language of the 
actor. From tragedy to happi¬ 
ness, the bands convey the 
mood and the meaning of the 
scene. 

A single mudra can be used 
to describe as many as 73 diffe¬ 
rent things, but the connoisseur 
— who often also revels in the 
tag “Kathakali maniac"— can 
differentiate between them. 
And when you consider that a 
kathakali actor has to learn 
about 600 mudras, tbe extent 
of his training become appa¬ 
rent. 

The mudras and other move¬ 
ments of the body depend on 
the story; the music, vocal and 
instrumental accom panim ents 
add to the mood. Rendered in 
SOUth Indian rJaarioal (Carna¬ 
tic) music, the raga or melody 
is chosen to suit tbe mood of 
tbe moment; it can range from 
a slow, drawn-out tune to de¬ 
note tragedy to a fast-paced, 
hectic rhythm to coavey excite¬ 
ment. 

There are two drummers: 
one plays tbechenda,a vertical 
drum played with sticks; the 


other pla ys the maddhalam, a 
horizonta l] drum played with 
the fmgc rs and the palm. Tbe 
main sin get beats a gong and 
his accor npanying singer uses a 
pair of : small cymbals. 

Katha kali characters rely 
heavily on stylised makeup 
and OOS 1 mines to establish their 
position in the drama, much 
the srioie as black and white 
denote evfl and good in enter¬ 
tainment as diverse as the En¬ 
glish fMintomime and the classic 
HoIIyru rood cowboy movie. 
Here g reen makeup is used to 
portrtr/ divine, heroic and 
royal characters, such as Blu¬ 
ma. Airrogant or wicked types 
are giv en sharp, knife-like fea¬ 
tures.! . Black is reserved for 
demon .esses. A blade beard is 
used for forest tribesmen and 
wild h (inters. A red beard sig¬ 
nifies. a vicious evil character. 
White beards are reserved for 
characters held in the highest 
esteem, particularly Hanuman. 
Genths and saintly figures use 
shiny'; yellow and pink to reflect 
their' beauty and radiance. 
Many ; of these are female char¬ 
acters 1 . traditionally played by 
men,! although women are gra¬ 
dually ' finding their way on 
stage in these roles. 

Bel rides these characters rep¬ 
resent ting human vices and vir¬ 
tues there are 18 noo-buman 
charterers drawn from Hindu 
myth tology. 

: Costumes are colourful and 
e>rtn ivagant. Tbe huge skirt¬ 
like , dress is made up of several 
yard Is of cloth wound around 
the waist. This billowing dress 
may' seem restrictive, but tbe 
space allows for easier leg 
moi roments, besides lending a 


strikingly visual' grandeur to 
the character. 

Makeup and costume take 
about four bours to don, during 
which time tbe actor works 
himself into a trance-like state, 
“getting under the skin” of the 
character he is about to por¬ 
tray. 

The entire body, from the 
limbs to the smallest facial 
muscle, is employed to convey 
an emotion and the versalitiy of 
the actor is judged by the way 
be uses them. The discerning 
viewer attaches great import¬ 
ance to the manner in which a 
character is handled by the 
artist; be keeps a watchful eye 
on the subtle shades of histrionics 
that can differentiate between 
a good performance and a bad 
one. 

Some people have likened 
kathakali to a pantomime, a 
ballet and an opera; kathakali 
is all yet none of these. 

Traditional Keralite rituals, 
soda! customs and religious in¬ 
fluences have helped shape it 
over hundreds of years into its 
present form. In the 16th cen¬ 
tury, the ruler of the northern 
Keralite province of Calient 
wrote the Ir richnan—tfatm , a 
style of dance-drama that 
proved so popular that the king 
of Kottarakkara (southern 
Kerala) requested the loan of 
the troupe; the request was 
turned down and in his rage the 
snubbed king composed the 
raamanaattam to rival tbe 
krishnanaattam. From these 
two different dance-drama 
emerged kathakali. 

Kathakali was popular in tbe 
17th and subsequent centuries 
chiefly because it was rendered 


in a language that the people 
could understand. Until then 
Sanskit was the main language 
of act, but the Kottarakara 
ruler’s work changed all that. 
He blended Sanskrit and 
Malayalam. the language of the 
people of Kerala, and encour¬ 
aged the royal troupe to per¬ 
form in little villages and 
homes. 

Kathakali, which had its ori¬ 
gins in raamm»taa and 
krisbnanaatam, developed 
quickly thanire to the competi¬ 
tion between the two rulers to 
stage the best show. A valuable 
offchoot of the four kathakali 
plays by another king, the Ra¬ 
jah of Kottayam in northern 
Kerala, which are still regarded 
as some of the finest pieces in 
the art’s vast literature. Basic 
training has traditionally been 
given in these four stories and 
if the actor can master these, 
he is considered versatile 
enough to go on stage. 

By the early 1900s serious 
involvement with the art had 
dwindled, and it was left to a 
dedicated band of kathakali 
enthusiasts to resuscitate a 
dying tradition. 

Chief among them was the 
eminent Malayam poet Val- 
lathol Narayana Menon. He 
started the Kerala Kal am an da- 
lam (academy of art) to train 
aspiring lcathalraH actors, sin¬ 
ger, musicians and make-up 
artists and wrote extensively on 
the desperate need to restore a 
dying tradition to its former 
glory. 

It was an experiment that 
paid off handsomely: kathakali 
today is known all over the 
world, and has found a wider 



The green facial makeup indicates a divine, heroic or royal character, 
in this case Bhima, a valorous prince 
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Intitial makeup is doue by the artists i themselves usually hours before the performance begins 


audience in India where it is 
classified as one of the coon try’s four 
classical dance forms. Eminent 
kathakali artists have per¬ 
formed at prestigious venues 
all over India, the Middle East, 
America, Europe 1 and the Far 
East. Players have mesmerised 
packed houses with incredibly 
moving performances. 

In foe pursuit of artistic ex¬ 
cellence hundreds of young 
kathakali hopefuls go through 
foe training to reach foe big 
league, but few make the 
grade. The standards and disci¬ 
pline are exacting. Consider 
the typical regimen at foe Kala- 
mandalam school: Children 10 
to 13 enroll for an extensive 
kathakali course to train body 
and mind to withstand foe 
rigours of a night’s perform¬ 
ance. The strenuous exercises 
start from 3 a.m. and can last to 
evening with only short breaks. 
Included are gymnastics and 
rigorous instruction in foe 
mudras. 

Courses last for six years and 
at foe end : df ^uach year -each 
student's-skills are tested mid 
he is allowed to continue train¬ 
ing only if foe passes. At foe 
end of foe course he is awarded 
a diploma and permission to 
use foe world Kalamandalam 
before his name — a coveted 
distinction. 

Few artists, often only five or 
six, pass out each year, but 
such is foe extent of training 
that actors who may never have 
seen one another before can 
meet barely hours before a 
show and effortlessly, it would 
seem, get into foe act. The 


same applies to foe singers and 
the accompanying percussion¬ 
ists. 

In the last 50 years kathakali 
has witnessed a remarkable re¬ 
vival. The style of music, parti¬ 
cularly, has improved with a 
shift towards classical music. 
Experimentation with new 
themes has notably resulted in 
plays based on international 
issues, ideologies and politics. 
Yet foe modern srories have 
not managed to win foe kind of 
popularity enjoyed by stories 
drawn from Indian mythology. 

India’s most developed 
dance-drama has at last won 
foe critical acclaim it deserves. 
So where does it go from here? 
For one, foe Keralite's pen- 
diant for improvisation and 
change could manifest itself in 
shifting styles of presentation. 
One aspect could be new stor¬ 
ies in layman's Malayalam. 

Although puritans would 
shudder at such a prospect, 
arguing that a move in this 
direction-could strip tiie art'of 
its traditiosaHludae, there are 
others whcJiioheve it could 
result in much wider appeal. 

It's doubtful if such stalwarts 
as Kalamandalam Krishnan 
Nair, foe patriarch of them all, 
Ramankutty Nair or Kalaman¬ 
dalam Gopi would support this 
move, so further development 
of kathakali is left to a growing 
breed of promising youngsters. 
Judging by their dedication, \ 
versatility, and willingess to ex-' 
pertinent with new trends, they 
will ensure foe art's immortal¬ 
ity — Reprinted from Emirates' 
magazine. 


Green its colour of the joker lift the energy deck 


By Nicholas Mooirre 
Reuter 
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LONDON. — Time war* when 
OPEC waS the wild cartfl in foe 
■energy pack. Now, there's foe 
environment. 

• Even before foe Alaskan oil 
spill, a/new uprush of concern 
was apparent over energy’s role 
as a global pollutant. Big city 
smog, the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident and predictions of a 
possible “greenhouse” warming 
of tbe earth had already focused 
attention on foe hazardls of burn¬ 
ing almost any fuel, 
f “We have years not decades to 
^tum foe situation around,” says 
"Lester Brown, president of foe 
Worldwatch Institute;, a U.S.- 
based environmentaW.st group. 

WorldWatch’s latest “State of 
foe World” report soys that, be¬ 
sides birth control, a priority is to 
curb energy use. 

Industry analysts say that about 


foe only safe bet is that, like the 
“oil shocks” of foe 1970s, foe new 
problem with energy will cost 
money. Everything else is conjec¬ 
ture. 

Nuclear fusion may be foe 
eventual answer, hence the ex¬ 
citement when two scientists in 
foe United States said they had 
got a fusion reaction to generate 
heat using simple chemistry. 

Until now, nodear fusion has 
been achieved only at huge cost 
and at temperatures near that of 
foe sun or in atom bombs. 

The dream is that fusion, which 
is less dirty than foe fission pro¬ 
cess in existing reactors and uses 
seawater as a fuel, could one day 
generate limitless cheap elec¬ 
tricity. 

But foe fusion age, according 
to sources as diverse as the U.S. 
nuclear industry and the Orga¬ 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), may still be 
at least 20 years away. 


Just how foe green factor will 
affect foe energy business in foe 
meantime is anybody's guess. 

The Valdez spillage last month,. 
for instance, may make it easier; 
for ecologists to stop oil drilling in 
other virgin areas tike foe Arctic 
national wildlife refuge (also in 
Alaska), said Charles EbingerJ 
analyst at Washington’s Interna-' , 
tional Resources Group. 

The United States is the biggest 
energy user and already imports 
about 45 per cent of its oil:' 
Higher U.S.'imports if domestic. 
output keeps sliding might drive 
up world oil prices. 

If, however, it is proved foal: 
carbon dioxide from fossil fuels 
really is foe chief culprit in a 
wanning of foe global atmos¬ 
phere, pressures may build to 
bum less ofl, coal and gas. 

Tbe West spent billions after - 
foe OPEC price “shocks” of foe: 
1970s in just such a “save it'' 
campaign, with foe result that foe; 


l/olume of oil needed for each 
< 2 xtra dollar of gross national pro- 
■ duct is down 45 per cent since foe 
1973 Arab oil embargo. 

The Paris-based International 
Energy Agency says foe technol¬ 
ogy exists to renew foe conserva¬ 
tion process. 

But cheap oil in foe glut of the 
1980s has removed foe incentive 
and producers have lately kept tbe 
price down to get the West back 
on petroleum. 

Worldwatch would have con- 
summer governments counter that 
tactic by imposing a “carbon tax” 
on all fossil fuel and European 
Green parties now also call for 
higher energy taxes. 

“We have to stop what can best 
be called a folly of the roads and 
try to develop a policy that 
favours transport by more econo¬ 
mical means,” said French 
Greens leader Antoine 
Waechter. 

Natural gas, plentiful bat trans- 
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A dead CaK&rofai grey , whale washed a&ore on Latoucbe Island as a result of tbe oS-fonled waters of Prince William Sound 


portable by sea only in liquefied 
form, may in future be favoured 
over oil and coal. 

“There is no doubt that natural 
gas is the ‘greenest’ of foe hydro¬ 
carbon fuels,” says a study by 
London brokerage Kleinwort 
Benson. Gas yields 40 per cent 
less carbon dioxide than coal. 

Gas accounts now for only ab¬ 
out 20 per cent of world energy 
consumption, compared with oil 
at 40 per cent and coal at 30 per 
cent. Only one-tenth of U.S. 
electricity is generated by gas. 

The pace of ecology-led energy 
reform is quickening. 

Britain offers tax breaks on 
unleaded petrol. The European 
Community (EC) wants tough 
U.S.-style pollution standards for 
cars even though they win add 
five to 10 per cent to costs. 

Tirfiter regulations on petrol 
volatility, a cause of pollution, 
are being introduced in foe Un¬ 
ited States while a new plan to 
reduce smog in California calls 
for sharp cuts in industrial emis¬ 
sions, for car pooling and stag¬ 
gered work hours. 

“Refiners will face unpre¬ 
cedented challenges arising out of 
environmental concerns,” foe 
chairman of AMOCO, Richard 
Morrow, told a U.S. oil industry 
gathering in San Francisco re¬ 
cently. 

Challenges also face power uti¬ 
lities which bum coal. The British 
central electricity generating* 
board is looking at a programme 
costing as much as $2 billion to fit 
equipment to extract sulphur gas 
from emissions at its coal power 
stations to comply with EC mea¬ 
sures against add rain. 

There is also the possibility that 
climatic change itself might affect 
energy demand, although scien¬ 
tists differ on bow much hotter it 
might get. 

Mild northern winters mean 
Jess fuel for beating. But hot 
summers call for air conditioning 
and droughts might mean more 
irrigation pumps. 
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U.S. excludes West Bank 
from Israel trade privileges 


ECONOMIIC NEWS BRIEFS 

• _ \_; _ ;_ • ") ■' __ 

Official explains tomato supplies, pri ices Land department earns JD L5m in $ imonths 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
annonneed Thursday /that it would require goods 
from the Israeli-occuplied West Bank to be labelled 
to show their origin so they would not be given the 
trade preferences accorded Israel-made goods. 


Officials at the U.S. trade rep* 
resentative's office said the deci¬ 
sion was taken on the advice of 
the State Department and was in 
line with American policy of not 
recognising Israel's claim of 
“sovereignty” over the occupied 
territories. 

U.S. officials said the move 
was more a political step than a 
trade action because there was 
probably little if any trade from 
the West Bank through Israel to 
the United States. 

But they said it would restate 
U.S. policy that Israel should end 
its occupation of the territories 
and not consider the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip as part of 
Israel. 

The action followed a com¬ 
plaint by the Arab-American 


Anti-Discrimination Council that 
Israel should be denied trade 
benefits Under the Generalised 
Systenvof Preferences (GSP) be¬ 
cause it violated the rights of 
West Bank workers. 

Under GSP, developing na¬ 
tions are given trade preferences 
as a way to spur economic 
growth, but die preferences are 
denied when they become de¬ 
veloped, if they violate human or 
worker rights or expropriate 
property without compensation. 

The Arab-American council 
said Israel denied West Bank 
workers trade union rights and 
other protections given union 
members while it forced workers to 
pay union does. 

Hiram Lawrence, the trade 
office's GSP director, said a deci¬ 


sion was not made on the charge 
that Israel violated West Bank 
worker rights because of the rul¬ 
ing that the West Bank was not 
part of Israel. 

But Lawrence said at a news 
conference that Israel itself was 
found not to have violated work¬ 
er rights. 

Discussing trade, he said “we 
don't think there's much coining 
in the from die West Bank.” He 
added that in recent years the only 
known shipments were textiles, 
which are not exempt from duties 
under the GSP. 

Trade observers said the ruling 
could discourage Israel economic 
development of the West Bank, 
fought by the United States, but 
if there were many West Bank 
exports in the past, the new ban 
could in effect widen Israel's GSP 
export quota. 

A country is given a certain 
level of GSP exports. Israel last 
year exported $494 million in 
goods that were covered under 
GSP duty-free provisions. 


World Bank leans to interest cuts 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank, picked by the Un¬ 
ited States to play a key role in 
easing the cash drain on the Third 
World, favours cutting the in¬ 
terest burden of nations such as 
Mexico rather than their debt 
stock, officials say. 

Although an initiative by U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady envisages cuts in both debt 
and debt service, experts at the 
bank have tentatively concluded 
that capping the interest on out¬ 
standing bank loans would pro¬ 
vide more substantial relief than 
reducing the amount of the debt. 

“That is the approach that 
makes most sense,” said one 
monetary official, who asked not 
to be identified. “The other tech¬ 
niques are not even worth discus¬ 
sing.” 

U.S. officials estimate their 
plan could reduce the $340 billion 
that troubled debtors owe to 
commercial banks, and the 
associated interest payments, by 
an average of 20 per cent over 
three years. 

In the case of Mexico, which 
has about $60 billion in medium- 
and long-term bank debt, a cut in 
loan principal of that magnitude 
would reduce annual interest pay¬ 
ments by about $1.2 billion, 
assuming interest rates are 10 per 
cent a year. 

But the same savings could be 
achieved without writing down 
the value of the loan by reducing 
the interest rate to eight per cent. 
Lowering it to, say, six per cent 
would save Mexico $2.4 billion. 

Furthermore, fixing interest at 
a lower rate would also insulate 
Mexico from the possibility of a 
further climb in the cost of 
money, officials and academic 
experts said. 

The rise in U.S. interest rates 
in the past year has cost the 17 
biggest debtors alone an extra $10 
billion, the International Monet¬ 
ary Fund (IMF) estimates. 

“If the whole purpose of this 
programme is to reduce net re¬ 
source transfer of a debt-distres¬ 
sed country, but no attempt is 
made to ensure that the cash-flow 
benefit of debt reduction is soon 
not dissipated by a rise in interest 
rates, then it will be an exercise in 
futility." Shafiqu! Islam, a fellow 
at the Council for Foreign Rela¬ 
tions. told Congress last week. 

Indeed, Mexico has told the 
U.S. Treasury that its preferred 
option in upcoming bank negotia¬ 
tions would be to swap its current 
loans for new. par-value bonds 
paying be low-market rates of in¬ 
terest, monetary officials said. 

It proposed backing repayment 
of the new bonds with U.S. 
Treasury securities and support¬ 


ing interest payments for two 
years with IMF and World Bank 
resources. 

On Tuesday, Mexico, whose 
foreign debt totals $100 billion, 
moved closer to becoming the 
first test case of the Brady plan by 
signing a $3.64 billion, three-year 
loan pact with the IMF. 

But one monetary source said 
the U.S. Treasury questioned 
Mexican officials whether they 
needed such extensive support of 
interest and principal. “They got 
little joy from the Treasury,” the 
source said. 


Two alternatives Mexico has 
suggested — capitalisation of in¬ 
terest and new loans — would 
add to its debt stock, while a 
fourth option of swapping loans 
for market-rate bonds worth less 
than par would provide less re¬ 
lief, officials said. 

Although some European 
banks are likely to favour the 
capitalisation option — deferring 
interest payments and adding 
them onto the sum of the loan — 
U.S. banks seem to be increasing¬ 
ly in favour of a swap for low 
interest-rate bonds. 


AMMAN {J.T.) — The price of tomatoes in the local m arkets is 
expected to decline by the end of this month, according to Ministry 
of Agriculture's Secretary-General Salem A1 Lawzi. He; said in a 
statement published by A1 Dustour daily Friday that the current 
shortage of tomatoes in the markets was due largely to the * wa ves of 
frost in the past winter which damaged vast areas of farmk raids. At 
present, he noted, tomatoes arriving at the markets con se from 
20,000 dunums of land near Karak, South Shuneh and other 
southern regions. Lawzi said that since the beginning of R. arnadan 
there has been a noticeable increase in the demand on tc nrtatoes 
which added to the problem. Lawzi also noted that J oirdan’s 
exports of tomatoes have dropped from 550 tonnes a day to 180 
tonnes as a result of the poor production but exports will continue 
to bring in badly needed foreign currency and to preserve Joi'dan's 
traditional markets abroad. 

Tunisia, Libya ratify oil, gas accord 

TUNIS (R) — Libya and Tunisia have ratified an accord on 
offshore drilling for oil and gas. The accord provides for' joint 
exploration and exploitation of oil and gas in a 3,000 square 
kilometre zone in the Gulf of Gabes. It also provides that' 10 per 
cent of the revenue from a Libyan offshore ofl field, A1 Bom 'i, will 
be devoted to joint Libyan-Tunisian development projects. The 
two countries also reached final agreement on a fisheries accord, 
agreed on joint efforts to combat locusts and made plans to se it up a 
company for audio-visual production, TAP. the official Tuiriisian 
news agency reported. 

Iran’s oil revenue increases by $1.5b 

NICOSIA (R) — Higher crude oil prices have added $1.5 bQli on to 
Iran's revenue in the past three months. Oil Minister Golamireza 
Aqazadeh has said. “We are now selling our oil at 50 cents to a 
dollar more than official OPEC prices,” Aqazadeh told Tehran 
radio. “I have calculated that in the past three months, our 
country's revenue has increased by $1.5 billion due to the fi rmer 
prices,'’ be added. ( 

Australia expects ‘tourism explosion’ 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia will witness a tourism explosion in t the 
1990s which could inject over 70 billion dollars ($55 billion) intc»the 
economy, the Australian Tourist Commission has said. The 
co mmissi on said it expected 7.5 minion people — equivalen t to 
almost half the present population of Australia— to visit the 
“lucky country” in 2000. This compares with 2.25 milli on visitor s in 
1988 and a forecast made two years ago that five million wo uld 
spend their vacation here in 2000. The numbers of Japanese visit ors 
will continue to rise sharply but Asian countries other than Japian 
will supply the most visitors by the turn of the century, it saiidl. 


Facing ‘economic emergency’ 

Argentines give up family budget 
as hyper-inflation spreads chaos 


BUENOS AIRES (Agencies) — 
With prices climbing by the hour, 
Argentine housewives have given 
up planning the family budget. 

They simply take to the streets 
with their money and hope for 
the best. 

“I go to the grocer's with my 
shopping list, but I don’t know 
what I’ll come back with. I don't 
even know if the money I cany 
will be enough.” Julia Salomone 
said. 

Prices in Argentina have rock¬ 
eted in the last 10 days since 
Economy Minister Juan Carlos 
Pugliese took charge with the 
intention of controlling runaway 
double-digit monthly inflation. 

The cost of living increased 17 
per cent in March and could top 
30 per cent in April, economists 
say. 

"We are now in a state of 
hyper-inflation. People do not 
know on what to base prices. It’s 
uncontrollable,” economist 
Rodolfo Rossi of the right-wing 
Union of Democratic Centre 
said. 

Argentines, already suffering 
from periodic power cuts and 
inefficient public services, now 
face two more challenges — to 
find the goods they need and the 
money to buy them. 

Unpredictability 

Market conditions have be¬ 
come so unpredictable that most 
shopowners will no longer accept 
credit cards, the traditional way 
to beat inflation in Argentina. 

Some products have vanished 
from shops because manufactur¬ 
ers and wholesalers are withhold¬ 
ing deliveries until they can set 
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prices that will at least cover the 
cost of buying new supplies. 

Supermarkets have no biscuits, 
saying manufacturers will not de¬ 
liver, and car spare parts 
businesses have simply closed. 

The prices of essential food¬ 
stuffs, clothing and household 
items have more than doubled in 
the past 30 days and most goods 
have been marked up every day 
since Pugliese replaced technoc¬ 
rat Juan Sourrouille, retailers 
said. 

‘Total anarchy’ 

‘It is outrageous’ 

“This is total anarchy... the 
prices have gone through the 
roof,” 40-year-old Cristina 
Pomeraniec said. 

A pair of jeans that could have 
been bought Tuesday for 1,400 
australs ($29 at the free market 
exchange rate) fetched 2,500 au¬ 
strals ($50) Thursday. 

“A kilogramme of Shetland 
wool cost 250 australs ($5) last 
week and today it is 590 australs 
($11.80). It is outrageous," 18- 
year-old Mariana Perez told Reu¬ 
ters. 

Flour prices have risen more 
than 200 per cent in a month and 
sugar prices have almost trebled 
since February. 

‘The only rule is there is no 
rule at all' 

“Argentines know the only 
rule is there is no rule at all,” 
shopkeeper Jorge Fingeret said. 

An eloquent example of the 
difficulties facing housewives 
took place in a Buenos Aires 
grocery. A woman who asked for 
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a bottle of detergent that stood 
on a shelf was told she could not 
buy it because no price could be 
set. 

“1 can’t sell the detergent be¬ 
cause I don’t know how much to 
charge. Prices keep going up 
almost every day,” the grocer 
said. ■ 

• “A retailer came in today at 11 
a.m. and told me his prices stood 
until midday. By then they would 
be higher,” he added. 

Replacement cost 

The grocer had a theoiy on 
price-freezes: 

“When products start to dis¬ 
appear from the shelves, the gov¬ 
ernment freezes prices. But 
apparently it does not understand 
that the goods are missing be¬ 
cause the price rises do not cover 
the replacement cost.” 

Unifying exchange rates and 
taxing exports 

The government tackled run¬ 
away inflation Thursday by uni¬ 
fying its exchange rate, raising 
the prices of government services 
and taxing exports, according to 
Pugliese. 

The country is faced with an 
“economic emergency,” Pugliese 
said in a 15-minute address on 
national radio and television. 

Prices for electricity, tele¬ 
phones, gas and other public ser¬ 
vices rise by 14 per cent, Pugliese 
announced. The increases are 
aimed at reducing the govern¬ 
ment deficit, which private eco¬ 
nomists say is the biggest cause of 
inflation. 

Inflation for April is projected 
to top 25 per cent. Interest rates 
are near 40 per cent a month. The 
austral, the Argentine currency, 
which trade at 17-1 with the U.S. 
dollar two months ago, has fallen 
to a low of 59-1 on the free 
market. The latest official rate 


ATTENTION 

Anyone interested in a forthcoming musical theatric¬ 
al production to take place in June, co*me along to 

the HAYA ARTS CENTRE 

on 

Saturday April 15 at 5 p.m. 
or telephone 602010 
All musicians, actors and actresses welcome. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lands and Survey Depaitnz cat’s revenues 
in the first quarter of 1989 amounted to JD 4.5 miUfcra, according 
to department officials. They said that the revenues w ere collected 
in fees on selling and buying real estate, properly registration and 
other affiliated services. In the first two months of 19&9 alone, the 
officials said, the department collected JD 3.5 nriflrOn. 

Oil firms to spend $274m in Malays!) a 


Dry spring 
badly frits 
Turkish farina 

ANKARA (R)—Turkey, Kt by 
the driest spring in three dee-- 
ades, is braced for a reduced 
wheat harvest, cuts in exports and 
the need to'finance costly un- 
ports. 

M We have had the worst lack of- 
spring rains in 30 years and the 
crop has been badly affected,” 
grain board chairman Ahmet 
Ozgunes told Reuters. 

He said the harvest was likely 
to be about 10 per cent below last 
year’s record 20.5 million tonnes 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP)—Oil companies will spend about 750 Ozgunes told Reuters, 
million ringgits ($274.5 million) to drill about 45 exploration wells He said the harvest was likely 
in Malaysian waters this year, according to a govenuue; nt report. to be about 10 per cent below last 
The investment is three times more than that of last year, .according year’s record 20.5 million tonnes 

to the news bulletin of die government-owned National Petroleum and the drop _ could be higher 
Corporation, or Petronas. The report also quoted Ab'dul Aziz unless substantial rain fells. 

Mahmoud. Petronas vice president for exploration and production. Agricultural sources saw the 
as saying the company has signed 17 new productioi >shaiing crop could be down a < I uart fJ 

agreements wife 26 multinational oil companies over the past 18 last year. "Such a drop wouio be 

months. Malaysia produces about 550,000 barrels of oil’ per day. a disaster,” one said. ^ * 


Job restriction angers Chinese studetnts 

PEKING (R) — China said Thursday its half-a-miUion students 
graduating in 1989 would not be allowed to seek their own j : obs — 
an announcement that brought anger on campuses and in esffect 
halted a key labour reform. The People's Daily quoted education 
officials as saying China's traditional system of centrally assigning 
jobs to its new graduates would be reimposed once more, spite 
student enthusiasm for a partial freeing of the job market in■ 1’988.' j 
China gave great publicity last year to moves which alt o’wed ; 
thousands of graduates to find their own jobs on their own t ejms 
and avoid the fate dreaded by many — of being sent to a deaidcmd 
post in a remote area, possible for life. Hie People's Daily said 
however the move had brought "negative effects.” "Some-stu¬ 
dents’ expectations are unrealistically high,”it quoted an officii d as 
saying. 


Agricultural sources sard the 
crop could be down a quarter on 
last year. "Such a drop would be 
a disaster,” one said. - 
About half Turkey s 18-nnl- 
lion-strong workforce farm 
wheat, barley, lentils and chick¬ 
peas in a country normally self- 
sufficient in food- 

“We expect to import good 
quality wheat from various 
sources, including the U.S. and 
Europe. We will wait for the end 
of May before making a deci¬ 
sion,” be said. 

Ozgunes said Turkish wheat 
exports could drop substa nti al l y. 
Most 1988 exports went .to 
Mediterranean basin countries 
and neighbours such as the 
Soviet Union. Iran. Iraq and 
Syria. 


was 20-1. 

The government has resisted 
unifying the exchange rate 1 for 
fear of increasing the price - of 
imports and i gniting inflatic >□. 
But exporters have refused to s> ell 
dollars to the cash-starved centi/aL 
bank for less than the free mark et' 
rate. 

Unification will be effective b> e- 
ginning Monday, Pugliese said. 
He added that a tax will be levie d 
on agricultural and industrial e> c- 
ports. 

The multiple exchange rate am i 
taxes on exports have been majo r 
sources of revenue for the gov -. 
eminent of President Raul Alfon- - 
sin, which — like its predecessors s 
— has been unable to enforce 
income tax laws. 

Investors who have purchased 
financial instruments denomin¬ 
ated in dollars will be paid in 
dollars, Pugliese said. 

The government will uot freeze, i 
prices or wages, the new secret¬ 
ary of commerce, Jorge Todesca, 
said. He added, however, “all the 
weight of the law will fell” on 
shop owners who have raised 
prices far above the guidelines set 
by the government. 

Many Argentines use the dollar 
to peg the valueof their products, 
wages and investments, given 
Argentina's triple-digit inflation 
and chronic instability of the au¬ 
stral. As the dollar has soared, so 
have prices and interest rates. 

Pugliese said, “the goal of the 
measures is not to throttle infla¬ 
tion in one blow, because that is 
impossible... die goal is to fight 
imbalances and protect with all 
our force a society that is already 
battered enough.” 

A national election is set for 
May 14, and leaders of the ruling 
Radical Gvic Union openly ack¬ 
nowledge they have little chance 
of winning if the economy is seen 
as out of control. 


Israeli trade 
with S. Africa 
stays strong 

TEL AVTV (R)—South Africa's 
ambassador to Israel said Thurs¬ 
day there had been little change 
in trade between the two coun¬ 
tries despite sanctions Israel im¬ 
posed in September 1987. 

Ambassador Johan Viljoen 
said military cooperation had 
ceased but he did not know 
whether any military contracts 
were still in operation. Fristing 
contracts were allowed to run 
their course under the sanctions 
but new contracts were barred. 

“There has not been much 
change (in the economic field) 
although trade initially decreased 
dramatically after the measures 
were introduced,” Viljoen said at 
a news briefing. 

“The figures for 1988 show that 
volume of trade was somewhat 
lower than in 1987 although the 
value of South African exports to 
Israel was roughly the same, 
whereas Israeli, .exports in¬ 
creased,” ’heisaid. "»* * 

-. - South African exports to Israel 
in 1988 were valued at $204 mil¬ 
lion, about the same as in 1987. 
Israeli exports to South Africa 
rose from $100 million in 1987 to 
$137 million last year, he said. 

Jewish ties 

Viljoen said ongoing trade was 
largely the result of efforts by 
South African Jews or Israelis of 
South African origin here who 
wanted to maintain ties. South 
Africa’s Jewish community num¬ 
bers about 100,000. 

The Israeli sanctions, imposed 
under pressure from the United 
States, included prohibiting the 
sale or transfer of oil or its pro¬ 
ducts and freezing iron and steel 
quotas. 

The sanctions did not affect 
large Israeli imports of South 
African coal for Israeli power 
stations. 

Oil shipments 

Meanwhile, a Dutch-monitor¬ 
ing group has said that the Hong 
iKong-based World-Wide Ship¬ 
ping Group has become the lead¬ 
ing shipper of oil to South Africa 
and is breaking embargoes of 
ofl-pp)dudng countries. 

World-Wide bad riven incom¬ 
plete or incorrect intormation on 
tlhe oil’s destination to avoid 
embargoes against South Africa 
b >y oil-producing countries, it 
a dded. 

The firm made at least 19 
s* scret oil deliveries to South Afri- 
cj i between October 1986 and the 
e> ad of 1988, the bureau said. 

■ “Of the 19 voyages identified 
si nee October 1986. 17 were 
m ade from the Arab Gulf area. 
O ne country, the United Arab 
Emirates, accounted for the 
m; ajority of these cases. Thirteen 
tankers sailed to South Africa 
aft er having called at the United 
Arab Emirates. 

‘ ’By shipping ofl to South Afri¬ 
ca, World-Wide... has deliberate¬ 
ly \ violated the oil embargo poli¬ 
cies of oil exporting countries 
from where its tankers sailed to 
Sou th Africa,” the report added. 
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AMMAN E XCHANGE RATES 

Thursdajrl, April 13, 1989 
Central B’-sink official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deu esc bemark 
Swiss Crane 
French franc 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 

Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


Amman Fimuncfal Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trailing during last week and the 

previous week: 




April 8-12 

April 1-5 

Daily average 

1T> 335,621 

JD 552,375 

Total volume 

It) 1,678,104 

JD 2,671,877 

Total shares 

876,351 

1,934,197 

No. of contracts 

1,173 

2,612 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 1,100,448 

JD 1,960,409 


. ,(65.6%) 

(7Q.9%) . 

Financial . - 

. JO 372301 

.' JD 413369 


(22.2%) 

(14.9%) 

Service 

(5-4%) 

(13.2%) 

Insurance 

(6.8%) 

(1.0%) 

Share price index 

123.9 

125.6 

No. of companies 

62 

58 

Price movement (rise; 

17 

20 

(decline) 

34 

30 

(stable) 

11 

8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R). — Following are the burring and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against’, the dollar at midday on 
the Loudon foreign exchange and bulhion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6945/55 

1.1870/80 

1.8773/80 

2.1178/88 

1.6525/35 

39.29/32 

6.3500/50 

1377/1378 

132.50/60 

6.3780/830 

6.1830/80 

7.2980/3030 

388.65/389.15 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
, Dutch guilders 
/Swiss francs. ■ 

1 Belgian francs 
1 7 rench francs 
Utahan lire 
Jutpanese yen 
S ivedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Diinisb crowns 
U.-S. dollars 


J*i ilinnuiHi 3:30,8:30,10JO p.m. 


WORLD STOCK MA1RKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Prices eased in cautious trade ahea d of the release of 
U.S. producer prices and trade data. The All Ordinaries index 
slipped 3.8 to 1,417.6. 

TOKYO—Prices fluctuated in dull, directionless trade but ended 
higher on a late surge of index-linked buying. The Nikkei index 
closed up 86.50 at 33.L50.44. 

HONG KONG — The market closed slightly firmer bot turnover 
was low on caution ahead of the release of U-S 4 . economic data 
The Hang Seng index rose 3.56 to 3,082.71. 

SINGAPORE —* Prices rose for the fifth successive day as the 
market shrugged off some initial nervousness. The Straits Times 
industrial index gained 2.96 to a new post-crash high of 1,244.27. 

BOMBAY —Market closed, for religious festival J. 

FRANKFURT — Shares edged lower in raodejrate trading. 
Dealers, disheartened by fading prospects for abolition of the 
withholding tax, squared positions before a stjate of US 
economic data due later Friday! The J}AX index fefl 3.73 to 
1,384.03. 


ZURICH—Prices .recovered from a weak opening tc» close miTt-rf 
with a slightly lower bias. The all-share index fell 0.7 to 1,027.9. 

PARIS — Prices regained ground on U.S. economic, data, with 
the 50-share indicator recovering to show a 0.34 per cent gain 
within 15 minutes of the news. . 

LONDON — Shares were firm in late trading after a string of 
economic data from both sides of the Atlantic matched orwas 
better than expectations. At 1430 GMT the FTSE ICO was at a 
day’s peak, up 16.8 points at 2,045.5. 

NEW YORK Stocks showed broad and sharp gains iri mo rnin g* 
trading,', after news of a smaller than expected rise jin March 
producer prices and a lower than forecast February U .S. trade 
gap. The Dow was up 21 at .2,317. 
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Old slugger Robinson 
finally goes down 


NEW YORK (AP)—Sugar Ray 
Robinson was a fighter from his 
dancing feet, to his flashing fists, 
to his psyche. 

Jimmy Doyle. died at dawn 
after being blocked out in the 
eighth round in a bid to win the 
welterweight tide from Robinson 
at Cleveland in 1947. 

An inquest was held and the 
coroner asked, “Mr. Robinson, 


tabbed the “best fighter pound- 
for-poend in the world” before 
he retired in 1965 at age 44, a 


Two months later, Robinson 
fought Flash Sebastian in a non- 
title bout in New York. 

In the first round, Sebastian 
rattled Robinson with a left hook 
to the head. 

“Ray came right bade with a 
left hook and knocked him colder 
than a mackerel,” Teddy Bren¬ 
ner, a longtime matchmaker, re¬ 
called Wednesday. 

“They had to take him out on a 
stretcher.” 

Ray Robinson got countless 
opponents in trouble and m«<fa 
countless others look foolish. 

He was the Sugar man, flash y 
both in and out of the ring — 


' Robinson (Bed Wednesday, at 
age 67, his daim as being the best 
ever—always an arguable daim 

— s till legitimate. 

Robinson won the welter¬ 
weight d PPpjfltwinp and h ekf it 
until he won the middlewright 
title for the first of five times by 
stopping Jake Lamotta in the 
13th round in 1951. 

His record was 175-19-6, with 
110 knockouts. 

“I don’t know anybody better 
at his craft than he was,” said 
Archie Moore, the former light 
heavyweight champion, a crafts¬ 
man, whose career was even lon¬ 
ger than Robinson’s. 

“He was a stylist. He never 
copied anything off anybody. 
Generations of fighters have 
copied his style, including 
Muhammad ah.” 

"He was hard to fight,” said 
Gene Fullmer, who was an 
archri val of Robinson’s. “He was 
fast, quick and smart” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

CTOS Tribune Madia StvvfcM, tnc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AK762 993 0*54 *1943 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

3 9 2 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A.—There’s nothing you can do for 
the moment. A bid of two spades 
would be forcing, and could propel 
the auction to too high a level on a 
hand where you might have neither 
the strength nor the fit for a three- 
level contract. Pass. 

Q.2—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q76 9Q103 OQ373 *Q52 

Partner opens the bidding with one- 
no trump. What action do yon take? 
A.—In theory, with 8-9 points op¬ 
posite partner’s so trump opening, 
you should invite game by raising. 
However, we have remarked before 
that queens are overvalued in the 
point count, and here you have nei¬ 
ther a long suit nor good intermedi¬ 
ates to compensate. Pass. 

QJ—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KJ6S2 .9<M2 072 _J 

The bidding has proceeded: • • • 

North East Soatfa West 

I 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

3 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.—No doubt you are sorry you 
ever said a word, but the one thing 
you can’t do is pass. Your only op¬ 
tion in this awkward situation is to 
take a false preference to three dia¬ 
monds. If partner’s jump shift is 
based on spade support, he win 
show it at his next turn and you win 
be able to bail out at four spades. 

Q.4—-Both vulnerable, as South yon 
hold: 

*762 9Q1B954 OAKS *63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 * DM Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


A,—With the equivalent of 10 
points, yon should jnmp in yoor 
best suit when responding to a take¬ 
out double. Here, therefore, you 
should bid three hearts. That action 
is invitational, not forcing. If yon 
bid only two hearts, reread the 
chapter on responding to takeout 
doubles. Yon might have been 
farced to make that bid without a 
single point in your hand! 

QJ5—Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon hold: 

#» 91845 0832 *AQ18943 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * DM ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.—Even if you play that jumps 
after a takeout double are preemp¬ 
tive, you should hid only two dubs 
with this holding. Your ace-queen 
of dubs behind the doubler is a 
significant defensive asset, and a 
preemptive bid to deny iiu» 
much in the way of defense. A typi¬ 
cal hand for a jump to three chibs 
would be six to the K Q J and out. 

Q.6—As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: . . .... 

*6 9AQJ6 0AK85 *AQ1B2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * 1 * Pan Pasa 
? 

What action do yon take? 

A.—Don’t try to guess what suit 
partner has. He could have no more 
than length in spades. The correct 
action is to double- Since partner 
has not bid, that is for takeout, but 
be has the right to convert to penal¬ 
ties if he deems that action to be 
correct (highly unlikely here because 
of your powerhouse). 

For Information about Charles 
Gwen’s newsletter for bridge play¬ 
ers, write Gores Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802 - 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“When we got married I thought 
staying overnight would be more 
fun. You know, pillow fights, 
ghost stories...” 





UnscranAto mwe four Jumbles, 
One Mtar to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
by Henri Arnold end Bob Lm 




Ywwdoy'ft 


HAIR ON A MAN'S 
HEAP MIGHT BE 
PAKVEJP WHEN 
ITS NOT THIS. 


Now arrange the drdad tetters to 
tom the emprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by Hie above canooa 


EXXXXIJUU 

jtasMoa Monday) 

. I durables: GIVEN PURIFY MAYHEM 

Answer Wtwt the man mo fewwtedsope bu» for 
ttmeff-A HUGE “HBUMRe’ 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Graf, Navratilova, Sabatlnl advance 

AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (AP) — Steffi Graf, Martina 
Navratilova and Gabiiela Sabatim aU scored straight-set victories 
Thursday to reach die quarterfinals of the Bansdi and Lomb 
championships. The top-ranked Graf needed only 41 minutes to 
beat Lama Lapi 6-1,64). Second-seeded Navratilova cruised past 
Linda Ferrando 6-1,6-1 in 53 minutes. No. 3 Sabatinfs serve was 
particularly sharp as she beat Jana PospisSova 6-3, 6-3. 

Argentines retain top junior singles spots 

LONDON (AP) — Argentine teen-agers Fernando Mchgcai and 
Federica HaunruSer retained die top spots in boys’ and girls’ 
singles in die International Tennis Federation World Junior 
raakmgs released Friday. After 34 tournaments, the top 20 
rankings in ringbm and doubles remained unchanged, with 
Mefigam bidding a 165-point lead over Aki Rahunen of Finland 
on tbe boys’ singles HaumuOer leading the girls' singles by 85 
points over another Argentine, Florentia Labat. Haumuller also 
topped the girls’ doubles rankings, 105 points ahead of Ecuador’s 
Nuria Niernes. la boys' doubles, Oliver Fernandez of Mexico was 
in first place with Patricio Arnold of Argentina second, 80 points 
behind. 

S. Korea to attend talks as scheuled 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korean officials will attend 
a sports meeting with North Korea next week, despite con¬ 
troversy over the arrest of a dissident leader who made an 
unauthorised visit to One communist north, a government official 
said Friday. “We will attend the April 18 meeting as scheduled,” 
National Unification Minister Lee Hong-Koo said after a meeting 
of senior government officials. Die meeting, presided over by 
Prime Minister Kang Young-Hoon, reviewed capitalist South 
Korea’s policy toward the North following Moon H-Hwan’s 
secret tnp to its capital, Pyongyang, for talks on national 
unification. 

Beenhakker to step down as Real Madrid 
coach 

MADRID (R) — Spanish league leaders Real Madrid are 
replacing their Dutch coach Leo Beenhakker next season. Club 
President Ramon Mendoza told state radio Thursday the dob 
would have a new trainer from next season bnt did not say who it 
would be. Beenhakker’s contract expires at the end of Jtme. Arie 
Van Eijden, director of top Dutch dub Ajax Amsterdam, said 
earlier Thursday Beenhakker was the dub’s first choice as trainer 
fin die 1989-90 season and Spanish radio said Ajax had already 

marff him an Offer. 

Wilander tops list for Italian Open 

ROME (R) — U.S. Open champion Mats Wilander of Sweden 
will head five of die world’s top 10 men’s tennis players at next 
month’s Italian Open but Ivan Lendl, the number one, is staying 
away. Grand Shun champion Steffi Graf, tbe top-ranked woman, 
will also be absent, organisers said Friday. Wilander, world 
number two and the 1987 Italian Open champion, crashed out in 
tire third round last year, while Lendl won a stormy final against 
Argentine Guillermo Perez-Roldan. Organisers sard Americans 
John McEnroe and Jimmy Connors, back after a 15-year absence, 
were also contesting the May 15-21 open as well as Andre Agassi 
of the United States and Kent Carisson of Sweden. 


Toronto drugs inquiry continues 


FOR SATURDAY, 


S HOROSCOPE 

— As Chartedlfy The Carroll (lighter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In¬ 
decision, doubt and skepticism 
come together today. Dus is the 
beat time to stick toi basics. 
W ^cmdahoppingm a y notgow^ 

rotnrae^OTXMrmonoranc^er. 

ARIES (Bier. 21 to Apr. 19) Year 
quick end restless nature may 
prefer to break routine. You may 
seek ways to escape certain 

^TaSbUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Tbe day ia stimulating and earthy. 
You can use the practical side of 
yoor nature to increase capital. 
News comes from a distant scarce. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June. 21) 
Yon and yoor mate make a heavy 
combination when both of yon waut 
to dominate. This approach may 
get poor results. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JuL 21) Hit the road, but keep 
distance and activities reasonable. 
Do something interesting with an 

adventurous flnmmmiftn. 

LEO (JuL 22 toAug.21) Disco* 
nans occur over a possible change 
of residence. Sibling* ask for 
mature help. Control pleasure 
spending. Yoor vitality is high. 

VIRGO (Aeg. 22 to Sept 22) roar 
sincerity has paid oft. You make a 


good impression on someone who 
wiU be of benefit m the future. Pro¬ 
tect mnmut c/w-tnl isolation. 

LIBRApepL 23 to Oct. 22) A 
burst of energy senda you in many 
directions. You mix with others ana 
take an interest in borne affairs, 
entertaining and siblings. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov- 21) Be 
specific about what you want. 
A void activities that you do not en¬ 
joy. M a k e a commitment to follow 
a more nutritioflfi oict, 

SAGITTARIUS (Nor. 22 to Dec. 
21) Pot your creative id e as to nee. 
Control your temper, which can be 
abort and snappy, when yon are 

—hal mne i wmbimw 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Eliminate counterproductive ac¬ 
tivities that take aw*y your energy. 
Early emotional issues evaporate 
later. Taka a abort Crip. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Don't have high expectati o ns to¬ 
day. Flans can fall out of place 
faster than you can put them 
together. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Things may get done in a round¬ 
about way today. Som eone la not 
giving you all the facta. Protect 
your own interests. 


THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


am bmhhhm ■■ 

JIIMJttMMttMttJ 


1 Sandwich 

strop 

5 Sri Lanka 


11 Fora and — 

14 Land! 

15 Refugee of a 
ant 

16 Dune 

17 Certain focal 
point 

20 One who 
genuflects 

21 Underworld 

22 Diamond team 

23 Most unruffled 
25 Fountain treat 

28 Part 

29 Sword 

30 

31 
34 


38 Those elected 

39 Wheel beldam 

40 Crucifix letters 

41 Emissaries 

42 Flower type 
44 Fleer cams 

47 Adored one 

48 Bay wtadow 
48 Momentous 
58 Deserted spot 

57 “little 
Wbmen” girl 

58 GraveHy 

-■-*- 

nogp* 

59 SIBarorm 


U ilMMMI 

IJMIH 


aHnaaauBHH 


e 1MB Tdbuiw Wadis ShvMm, Inc. 
AN Rlgnta hNMd 


12 Goddesses of 
deatbiy 

13 Cland e st ine 
meeting 

18 A Kazan 

19 Glen 

23 KHJs 

24 Att esta tion 

25 Hath prei 


Yesterday's Pozzte Strived 


3 Freeway part 

4 Hencse 

5 Cabn 

6 Con — 

7 Morocco 


8 Omelet Ram 
S SBp cd 

10 Small Safa 

11 Awa» 


32 Injure 

33 Singer 
Adams 

35 Like jackets: 
nt 

38 Egress 
37 Rebound 

41 Scurried 

42 Hast 

43 la single ffle 


nnnnn nnnn nnin 
nnnnri nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnramrran 
nnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn onana 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnona 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnan nnnnn 


44 Pause 
indicator 

45 Tempest" 
sprite 

46 Crest 

47 Matisse 


50 Present 

51 Sole 

52 limerick man 

54 MsthreK sufL 

55 Ruts, riser 

56 —de-lance 


Drugs rife in U.S. colleges 


TORONTO (R)—A Canadian Olympian Thursday 
said that he and fellow sprinter Desai Williams 
received banned anabolic steroids as far back as 
1978 while attending a U.S. university on an 
athletics scholarship. 


Dave McKnight, for 12 years a 
dose friend and teammate of 
Williams, told the Canadian in¬ 
quiry into drag use in sport that 
the pair began using musde- 
b ml ding steroids in 1978 while 
roommates at Qemson Universi¬ 
ty in South Carolina. 

M I dearly recollect... we used 
to laugh about how big and how 
strong we were getting,” said 
McKnigh t, 30, the 10th (Canadian 
track athle te to admit at the 
inquiry to using banned perform¬ 
ance-enhancing drugs. 

McKnight contradicted earlier 
testimony by Williams, Canada’s 
number two sprinter after Ben 
Johnson, who said that he ex- 


New York 
notch fifth 
win running 

NEW YORK (AP)—Mitch Wil¬ 
liams stymied a ninth-inning com¬ 
eback Wednesday night, getting 
his fourth save as the cobs got 
their fifth straight victory, 3-2 
over SL Louis. 

Paul Kflgus carried a 3-0 lead 
into the ninth. Vince Coleman 
reached on an error by shorstop 
Domingo Ramos and Tom Bra- 
nansky homered to make it 3-2 
and Imock out Kflgns. 

W illiams rams qq and ended 
the game by striking ont Jose 
Oquendo after Tony Pena sing¬ 
led. Kflgns and W illiams wmw to 
tbe cubs in the nine-player deal in 
which Chicago sent Rafael Pal¬ 
meiro to the Rangers in the 
offseason. 

Scott Terry, 0-1, took the loss 
but was hit by a pitch in the third 
inning and left the game in fourth 
when his right knee stiffened. 

In other games in the national 
league Wednesday, Cincinnati 
beat Houston 3-1, Philadelphia 
beat Montreal 6-3, Atlanta blank¬ 
ed San Diego 5-0 and San Fran¬ 
cisco beat Los Angeles 3-1. 

Reds 3, Astros 1 

Paul’ O’Neill hit a three-nm 
double with none out in the ninth 
inning to give the Reds tbe victory. 

Astros starter Rick Rhoden 
and reliever Larry Andersen had 
combined on a five-hit shutout 
over eight innings before Dave 
Smith started the ninth. 

Phfilies 6, Expos 3 

Mike Schmidt, Von Hayes and 
Ron Jones homered in the third 
inning off former teammate 
.Kevin Gross. Tbe Phillies, win¬ 
ners of three straight, had four 
home inns, three doubles and a 
triple off Gross, 1-1, who was 
traded to Montreal in the 
offseason. The last time the Phil¬ 
lies hit three home runs in an 
inning was July 26,1987, against 
Atlanta, when.Milt Thompson, 
Hayes and Schmidt did the job. 


perimented with the chemicals 
only briefly in 1987 after reunit¬ 
ing with coach Charlie Francis. 

McKnight said a Canadian 
coach at Qemson, Peter Cross, 
"provided tbe steroid dianabol in 
tablet form., 

. McKnight he and Cana¬ 
dian roommates Raymond Daley, 
'Cornell Messan and Williams 
were tiffing file same weights as 
■ file builder Qemson football 
players. He said it was common 
knowledge on campus that the 
football players were also taking 
steroids. 

McKnight, who came to Cana¬ 
da from TYinidad in 1967, said the 
programme was coach Sam Col¬ 


son’s idea. 

Colson and another Gemson 
coach, Sam Narewski, were 
fined, ordered to community ser¬ 
vice and received suspended jail 
sentences after pleading goQty in 
1985 to seven counts of dispens¬ 
ing steroids to university athletes. 

McKnight told justice Charles 
Dubin, who is heading tbe in¬ 
quiry, that side-effects of steroid 
use such as sterility, increased 
risk of cancer and beast problems 
were never discussed. 

But the effect of the drugs was 
“astronomical,” be said. “We'd 
just fly right through the work¬ 
outs. 

“(We were given) one tablet 
every day or three every week, 
something along those lines. We 
were pretty young ... and we 
didn’t know what was what,” 
McKnight said. 

McKnigh t said be returned to 
Toronto when Cross left Qemson 
in 1980 and a year later he re¬ 


sumed t raining at Johnson's track' 
dab tinder Francis. 

In April 1984, Francis sent him 
to see Dr. (Mario) Jamie- 
Astaphan, who later became' 
Johnson's private physician. 
McKnight said Astaphan started 
him on vitamins and steroids. 

“Tbe needles were always pre~: 
pared,” said McKnight, a backup - 
to the 1984 Olympic 4x100-. 
metres relay team. 

“Some days, you could actually, 
tell it was more than just a vita¬ 
min. One minute, you were at-, 
ting there normally and tbe next, 
minute you were hysterical you 
were so jumpy. You knew exactly 
when yon received steroids,” he, 
said. 

The inquiry, which was called 
after Johnson was stripped of his. 
Olympic 100 metres gold medal, 
for testing positive for the anabo¬ 
lic steroids stanozolol in Seoul- 
last September, resumes on April 
24. 


U.S. football comes to Europe 


WEMBLEY, England (AP) — 
Two goals stood at opposite ends 
of England's national soccer 
field. 

One was a soccer net, left over 
from last weekend’s league cup 
championship, and it drew hardly 
a stare. The other was a football 
goalpost, and its wishbone shape 
cast a shadow over a crowd of 
players from pre-teens to pro su¬ 
perstars there to celebrate 
Europe’s latest sports craze. 

Football, American style, is big 
news here now, and some of die 
game's top officials said Wcdnes-' 
day it is about to get much bigger. 

National football league dub 
owners are expected to vote in 
New York next week to go ahead 
with plans for a developmental 
league, which would put up to six 
teams in European cities starring 
next spring. 

It will mark the first foil-time, 
.formal presence for a U.S. sports 
league outside of North America, 


GROUND FLOOR 
FLAT 

FOB RENT 


an amaging feat for a game 
almost unknown here in 1980 and 
viewed as a novelty as recently 
three years ago. 

'Televising our games from 
fins new league, we feel sure, will 
only accelerate that growth,” said 
Art Modell, owner of tbe Qeve- 
land Browns and, as chairman of 
file NFL’s broadcasting commit¬ 
tee, a key player in setting up tbe 
new league. 

Sellout crowds have jammed 
Wembley, stadium, home of the 
1966 World Cup and the nation’s 
biggest soccer matches, each 
summer since the Chicago Bears 
beat the Dallas Cowboys 17-6 in 
the first American bow] in 1986. 
The Dallas Cheerleaders drew as 
much attention as the players in 
that one. 

Another capacity audience is 
expected Aug. 6, when the 
Browns and the Philadelphia 
Eagles meet in this year’s edition 
of tiie preseason opener. On the 


same day, the Los Angeles Rams 
and the super bowl-champion San. 
Francisco 49ers will play in. 
Japan. 

“The success here has been so 
great that we decided to start a- 
similar series in Tokyo,” said Joe 
Rhien, tbe NFL’s director of op¬ 
erations. 

Cleveland and Philadelphia 
both went to tbe playoffs last 
season mid the American Bowl 
always matches two attractive - 
teams that have produced very; 
competitive football. The average ■' 
victory margin, including that-' 
first-year Bears’ triumph, has. 
been a touchdown. 

Each week for several seasons, 
British football fens have gotten ; 
batches of taped NFL hi g hli g hts 
on television and ratings have • 
been high. Similar packages have- 
spread throughout Europe and 
millions have stayed up late into . 1 
the nigjxt to watch the Super BowL; 
live the last few years. •. - 
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verandas and kitchen with independent central heating. Z 
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IT IS THE KIND OF CLUB YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN LOOKING FOR. A ' ; 

JUST RELAX AND HAVE FUN AND WE'LL LOOK AFTER YOU .../ /, ’ 

Olympic size szduttming poof, 'Tennis Courts, Squash, 'BasketSatt, •-./;• 

‘Vo((c\\baii. Sauna, ‘Massage, Children's Bfagg rounds, Restaurants, • 

Bar,Liqlh snaks and coot refreshing drinks, conference . ’Lf 

' ’ ja ■ 

arid Celebrations ‘Hall. 

Special prices for Diplomatic Missions. Royal Jordanian and iJJPfC. 

Bar.ks staff. 

iO-T discount for subscrib'.ions during the month of RAM ADAM; 

FOR MORE INFORMATION' PUS CALL 798181. 




Andy Capp 

























































































- </• >• Mt" ' 


, : :-V '-i:. -> 



8 


World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 19® 


S' 


fa 
■ gs 

% 



■ Tension high in the streets of Tbilisi as armoured vehicles block a city street. 


Wright’s case unique in 
U.S. political history 


WASHINGTON (R) — Silver- 
haired Texan Jim Wright, the 
U.S. speaker of the House of 
Representatives facing impend¬ 
ing accusations about personal 
finances and possible conflicts of 
interest, is one step from humi¬ 
liating ignominy. 

None of his 47 predecessors in 
200 years, all elected by members 
of the House along party lines, 
was ever voted out of Congress, 
officially reprimanded, or had 
charges brought that were so se¬ 
rious as to force resignation. 

The 66-year-old Democratic 
leader vigorously told a news 
conference Thursday he had not 
knowingly done anything wrong. 
But a House Ethics Committee is 
expected Monday to decide his 
business dealings violated House 
rules. 

Early in this century powerful 
Republican speaker Joe Cannon 
came close to being fired over his 
dictatorial rule. 

Even so, the Wright case is 
unique. Senate historian Don 
Ritchie told Reuters. “There's 
nothing to me that looks like 
what is going on now.” 

The ethics committee, officially 
called the House Committee on 
Standards of Conduct, that has 


investigated Wright is a relatively 
new creature, only 22 years old, 
and has recommended a repri¬ 
mand or expulsion for some past 
members of the House. 

Wright's case focuses on claims 
he accepted improper gifts from a 
businessman in his Fort Worth 
congressional district who had 
interests in legislation, and that 
he promoted bulk sales to interest 
groups of his autobiography in 
order to circumvent limits on 
outside income. 

Last year, the House was set to 
debate and vote on an ethics 
committee recommendation that 
New York Congressman Mario 
Biaggi, a Democrat convicted on 
racketeering charges, be expelled 
from the House. But the con¬ 
gressman quit Congress first, and 
is now serving a prison terra. 

Among recent speakere, former 
speaker Thomas O’Neill — 
Wright's immediate predecessor 
— was investigated in the so- 
called "Koreagate”, involving 
alleged bribery by a Korean rice 
lobbyist. O’Neill was cleared by 
the committee. 

Other speakers — who stand 
only behind the vice-president in 
succession to the president — 
have had many problems. 



Lech Walesa 


Walesa 


undecided 


over poll 
candidacy 


WARSAW (Agencies) — Lech 
Walesa aims to become Poland's 
state president in six years time 
but has not derided whether to 
stand in elections this June which 
will see his Solidarity union enter 
parliament for the first time. 

Poland's communist rulers said 
Thursday that two rounds of voting 
to the 460-member lower bouse 
Sejm and the new 100-seat upper 
house senate would take place 
June 4 and IS. 


Tomorrow 

Inauguration 


Big Fancy Assortment From 
Pure Silver & Silver Plated Of Superior 
Egyptian Manufacture 
Jordanian Beautiful Flowers 
In Most Fancy Bouquets 
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Walesa said Solidarity, which 
applied for legal registration 
Thursday after a seven-year ban, 
would attempt to win as many 
seats as possible under a deal 
allowing free elections to the sen¬ 
ate and giving the opposition 35 
per cent of the Sejm. 

“The elections will answer the 
question of who is right in Po¬ 
land," he told a news conference 
in the Baltic port of Gdansk, 
where the Solidarity union was 
created after strikes in 1980. “Let 
the better and the new win." 

But Walesa, who confirmed he 
would run in the 1990s for the 
new post of state president, was 
undecided about his own immedi¬ 
ate plans. 

“I plan to be a candidate for 
the presidency in six years time. 
People want to force me to be a 
candidate for the senate and the 
Sejm but I have not made up ray 
mind yet," he told, Reuters by 
telephone from Gdansk. 

“I am a man of big interests,” 
said Walesa, an electrician who 
won the Nobel Peace Prize for 
founding the East bloc’s first in¬ 
dependent trade union. 

Any citizen can be nominated 
for president by one-fourth of the 
Sejm and the senate. The presi¬ 
dent will be jointly elected by the 
Sejm and the senate. 

The first six-year term is widely 
expected to go to communist par¬ 
ty leader Wojriech Jaruzelski due 
to the majority sdll guaranteed to 
the Communist Party and its 
allies in the larger Sejm. 

Walesa, who has indicated a 
preference for concentrating on 
union matters, did not say who 
was pressuring him to seek office. 
But there have bran suggestions 
he should run to set an example 
for other opposition members 
who might be reluctant to replace 
election boycotts with participa¬ 
tion the communist-dominated 
government. 


Georgian leaders quit 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Georgian Communist Par¬ 
ty leader Dzhuiober Patiashvili resigned Friday after 
nationalist demonstrations in which 19 people died, 
and the Soviet republic’s prime minister and presi¬ 
dent said they too wanted to step down. 


Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
said PatiashvilTs resignation was 
accepted unanimously at a meet¬ 
ing of the Georgian Communist 
Party’s policy-making central 
committee. 

Givi Gumbaridze, who has 
headed the republic’s KGB state 
security police for the last two 
months, was nominated as 
PatiashvilTs successor but had not 
yet been formally elected, Gera¬ 
simov told a news conference. 

The central committee also 
accepted the resignations of two 
other members of Georgia's rul- 
jlitburo. They were the re- 
Ts prime minister and presi- 
. who lose their party posts 
but not their government posi¬ 
tions. 

Gerasimov said Georgian 
Prime Minister Zurab Chkheidze 
and President Otari Cherkezia 
asked to be relieved of their 
government posts, but stressed 
that a formal decision must be 
taken by the Georgian Supreme 
Soviet, the republic’s parliament. 


“People understand that this is 
a dagger in the back of peres¬ 
troika (restructuring)," Gerasi¬ 
mov said of Sunday’s dashes be¬ 
tween troops and nationalist de¬ 
monstrator in the capital, Tbilisi. 

The meeting was also attended 
by Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze, a former Georgian 
party leader, who postponed 
planned trips to East and West 
Germany this week to try to 
soothe passions in his home re¬ 
public. 

Local journalists said Georgy ' 
Razumovski, a junior member of 
the ruling Soviet politburo and 
the party's personnel chief, was 
also at die session. 

Gerasimov did not give a 
reason for the shakeup or say 
exactly what was discussed, but 
he baa said earlier the leadership 
accepted responsibility for order¬ 
ing troops to clear demon¬ 
strators from a square in Tbilisi 
Sunday. At least 19 people were 
killed in the melee . 

Signs posted at Tbilisi State 
University after the clash called 


Patiashvili a “kilter." 

Authorities are investigating 
accusations that troops used shar¬ 
pened shovels against the 8,000- 
strong crowd, who were staging 
an all-night demonstration out¬ 
side the government and party 
buildings, chanting nationalist 


iov said criticism of 
Colonel-Genera] Igor Radfonov, 
the region's military commander, 
had bran growing in the city over 
his Handling of the demonstra¬ 
tion. 


Tbilisi remained tense Friday 
with troops patrolling the streets, 
and the city’s main squares cor¬ 
doned off by tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers to prevent 
mass gatherings, local journalists 
said. 


Leda Archvadze, the sister-in- 
law of arrested Georgian human 
rights activist Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia, said that outride government 
house, rite 6f Sunday’s confronta¬ 
tion, a spontaneous memorial has 
appeared. 

‘There are moon tains of flow¬ 
ers. Every day people place fresh 
flowers, r she said in a telephone 
interview Friday. 

An estimated 2,000 people 
marched through the streets 
Thursday for the first funeral for 
one of the victims, psychiatrist 
Zia Djinjaradze, 42, according to 
human rights activists. 



Mickey Mouse 
filming at the U.N. 


On Thursday, Georgia’s polit- 
ribed 


buro described the situation in 
the republic as “strained,” with 
universities and schools still shut 
by boycotts. The official news 
agency TASS said factories and 
public transport were operating 
normally. 


No funerals were scheduled 
Friday, but ceremonies were 
planned Saturday and Sunday, 
said Archvadze. 

Gerasimov told a news briefing 
Thursday in Moscow that a com¬ 
mission was investigating whether 
soldiers who broke up Sunday’s 
protest had short metal shovels 
customarily used for digging tren¬ 
ches. 


Other officials said some 
businesses were not operating at 
normal levels because of a strike 
that began a week ago in Tbilisi, a 
city of 1.2 million people 1,450 
kilometres south of Moscow. 


“The troops were not i 
to have those spades,” 
mov said. 

If an investigation finds sol¬ 
diers beat the protesters with 
shovels, “there is a question of 
whether these people should be 
punished or not,’’ he said. 


UNTIED NATIONS — tin 
you confirm, that Mickey Mouse 
was in the U.N. building yester¬ 
day around 5 p.m.?” asked an 
astonished 1 correspondent at 
Tuesday's U.N. news briefing. 
“Several people did not believe 
me when I said this,” the non¬ 
plussed correspondent added, 
amid laughter. “Yes," confirmed 
the spokesman, not known forks 
levity. “We personally saw Mick¬ 
ey Mouse from our office.” He 
explained that Walt Disney Edit': 
cational Products is shooting a 
film all week, for woiidwide dis¬ 
tribution, explaining the work Of 
the United Nations and the U .N. 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to 
schoolchildren. One of the high¬ 
lights was to be a scene expected to 
be filmed Wednesday in the 
General Assembly hall, with 
Mickey accompanied by a group 
of children ana U-N. guides ail in 
national dress. 


Frog with a 
difference 



Abe admits 
his wife 


received 


Recruit 


payoffs 


TOKYO (R) — In another re¬ 
velation in Japan's festering 
political scandal, former Foreign 
Minister Shin taro Abe admitted 
Friday that his wife had received 
monthly donations from the Re¬ 
cruit company for three years. 

Abe's remarks followed a re¬ 
port in the Japanese newspaper 
Mainichi Shimbun that Mrs. Abe 
had received about 9.3 million 
yen ($70,000) between 1985 and 
1988. 

“Neither my wife nor I knew 
about this and I have left all my 
financial matters to my secretar¬ 
ies. After investigation, we found 
this was tree and I regret my lack 
of knowledge,” Abe told a news 
conference. 

Abe indicated he was ready to 
speak on this and other contribu¬ 
tions from the Recruit group at a 
special parliamentary hearing. 
He currently serves in the power¬ 
ful post of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party's secretary- 
general. 

“To straighten political 
morale, I must speak out on how 



Shintaro Abe 


this money was received and what 
it was spent on,” Abe said. 

The scandal, involving pay¬ 
ments of about- 500 million yen 
($3.8 million) to politicians and 
officials by the Recruit Publishing 
and Telecommunications Group, 
has sent the ruling party's popu¬ 
larity skidding downwards. 

Three cabinet ministers have 
resigned and 13 people have so 
far been arrested in connection 
with the case, postwar Japan’s 
biggest political scandal. 

After Abe’s comments were 
reported, the opposition parties 
renewed their demands for 
Takeshita's resignation and elec¬ 
tions. 

“Mr. Abe was reported to be in 
very dose relations with Re¬ 
cruit,*' Sbun Oide, chairman of 
the Japan Socialist Party's Diet 
Committee said. “This is part of 
it.” 


Trf ncomalee tense 
after bomb blast 


COLOMBO (AP) — Relatives 
identified bodies and arranged 
funerals Friday for the 42 people 
killed in a car bombing in the port 
city of Trmcomalee, officials said. 

Indian peacekeeping troops pat¬ 
rolling the city reported no new 
violence, but a curfew was in 
force. 

At least seven of the 57 people 
injured in Thursday’s blast were 
critically injured, said Nalin 
Seneviratna, head of the provin¬ 
cial council in northeastern Sri 
Lanka. 

Seneviratna, a former army 
commander, siad the Morris 
Minor car that exploded outside a 
hotel and shopping arcade was 
packed with 50 kilogrammes of 
explosives that were hidden 
under a pile of coconuts in the 
car. 


blamed a group of Tamil extrem¬ 
ists, the Eelam People’s Revolu¬ 
tionary Liberation Front, for the 
blast, while Indian officials 
blamed the largest Tamil rebel 
militia. Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Ee lam . 


A spokesman for the Tigers in 
Colombo denied responsibility 
for the explosion. 

The bombing was linked to the 
killing of six Tamil villagers last 
Tuesday in remote Kurinchkemi 
village in Trincomalee district, 
about 225 kilometres northeast of 
tiie capital Colombo, military 
officials said. 

The villagers included three 
children and a woman who were 
hacked to death by unidentified 
assailants, officials said. 


Seneviratna said all but two’of 
those killed were Sinhalese who 
were shopping for gifts and 
sweets to mark their their New 
which was celebrated Thursday. 
The others were members of the 
Tamil minority, which observed 
new year's, on Friday. 

Shortly after the explosion, 
angry Sinhalese attacked Tamils. 
At least four Tamils were stabbed 
to death and seven others were 
injured, Seneviratna, a Sinhalese,, 
said. 

Sri I^nkan military officials 


Indian peacekeeping troops 
have been deployed in northern 
and eastern Sri Lanka since July 
1987 to disarm Tamil rebels and 
enforce a peace accord aimed at 
ending the Tamil insurgency that 
began in 1983. 

‘ At least 12,500 people, mostly 
Sinhalese, have been (tilled in the 
Tamil insurrection and in a vio¬ 
lent backlash from Sinhalese ex¬ 
tremists opposed to the peace 
accord. 

Sinhalese militants of the Peo¬ 
ple’s liberation Front claime d 
the accord gave too many conces¬ 
sions to the Tamil minority. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — A 
University of Malaya zoology 
team has claimed it found a rare 
pe of frog that grows straight 
>m an egg instead of going 
through the tadpole stage in wa¬ 
ter. Zoology professor Yong Hoi 
Sen said he and a research team 
discovered a tree frog. Philautus 
Aurifasdatus, that can breed on 
land or trees without water. He 
said this is the first time such a 
frog has been found in Malaysia. 
Most frogs lay eggs in water and 
tadpoles come out of them, grow 
in the water, and hop out when 
they become adults. But the frog 
just discovered lays its eggs on 
land. The frog then grows inside 
the egg and an adult frog crawls 
out, Yong explained in a state¬ 
ment. The group made the dis¬ 
covery on a jungle expedition m 
the Genting Highlands area, ab¬ 
out 30 kilometres east of Kuala 
Lumpur, Feb. 14. The eggs were 
found on a dry plant, he said. Tbe 
eggs collected by the team were 
ball-shaped and about 12 mil¬ 
limetres in diameter. The frogs 
that emerged were eight mil¬ 
limetres long and the adults grew 
to 20 to 37 millimetres, Yong 
said. Yong said news of the dis¬ 
covery was withheld to carry out 
breeding and tests. 


Blue haze engulfs 
Uof M 


Seoul arrests dissident leader 


SEOUL (Agencies) — Intelli¬ 
gence agents arrested a dissident 
leader aboard a plane Thursday 
as he returned after reunification 
talks in North Korea, and police 
rounded up some 800 people who 
protested the arrest. 

About 20 officials of the Agen¬ 
cy for National Security Planning, 
South Korea's main intelligence 
agency, boarded the Northwest 
Airlines flight from Tokyo and 
arrested the Reverend Moon Ik- 
Hwan on charges of violating 
national security laws. Moon's 
companion, Yoo Won-Ho, was 
also arrested. 


Moon was led down a stairway 
to the tarmac after agents pounded 
on one of the plane’s doors, 
demanding chat it be opened. The 
71-year-old dissident was quickly 
driven away in a black car as 
intelligence agents ringed the 
area. 

Moon created a major political 
controversy in the South by mak¬ 
ing a secret visit to North Korea 
last month to meet with leader 
Kim E Sung to discuss ways to 
reunite the divided Korean 
Peninsula. The government 
ordered a major crackdown on 
dissidents and tbe visit threatened 


to stall peace talks between the 
two Koreas. 

Thousands of students staged 
violent protests in at least five 
cities in support of Moon and 
clashed with riot police when they 
were blocked from marching off 
campuses. Police said they had no 
figures on how many students 
took part, but Korean press re¬ 
ports said about 10,000 students 
protested at 23 colleges nation¬ 
wide. 

Police detained about 700 stu¬ 
dents wbo tried to get to Yenisei 
University in Seoul for a rally to 
welcome Moon, police said. An 


additional 50 studeots were 
arrested when about 1,000 pro¬ 
testers marched out of the cam¬ 
pus peacefully and police 
armoured vans fired tear gas. 


Students at four other colleges 
in Seoul hurled firebombs and 
rocks at police, who fired tear gas 
and buried rocks back in dashes 
around the campuses. About 
3,000 students dashed with police 
in the southern port of Pusan,, 
some 2,000 students fought police* 
in Kwangju in the south and 
violent clashes also were reported 
in Taegu and Chuncbon. 


Hunt on for cult ‘godfather, witch* 


MATAMOROS, Mexico (AP) 
— Authorities investigating a 
drug-smuggling cult blamed for 
ritual slayings of at least 13 people 
are extending the search for the 
gang’s mastermind into the Un¬ 
ited States. 

The 13th body was found Fri¬ 
day at a ranch used by the cult 
that allegedly committed human 
sacrifices to make its members 
invulnerable. Tbe body, a man in 
his 30s, had been buried about 
four months ago. 

U.S. and Mexican authorities 
were searching for Adolfo de 
Jesus Constanzo, a Cuban who 


police said orchestrated the ritual 
slayings on a remote ranch out¬ 
side of this Mexican border town. 

Constanzo is believed to have 
fled into the United States with 
Matamoros resident Sara Maria 
Aldrete, a 24-year-old, brunette 
described by Texas Attorney 
General Jim Mattox as the “witch 
of the operation.” 

A wanted poster issued by the 
Cameron County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment in Texas described her 
as “extremely dangerous. Use 
caution.” 

Among the group's victims ex¬ 
humed Tuesday were a Mexican 


policeman, a federal police 
volunteer, a 16-year-old boy and. 
a 21-year-old University of Texas 
premedical student who dis¬ 
appeared March 14 in Matamoros 
while on spring break. 

Constanzo was exposed to 
secretive Afro-Caribbean reli¬ 
gions that ritually slaughter anim¬ 
als and rely_ on magic. 

But a Santeria priest and others 
fa m iliar with the practices of San¬ 
teria, voodoo and other obscure 
religions likened the Mexican 
drug-smuggling cult more to the 
mass suicide in Jonestown led by 
Jim Jones. 


On Nov. 18, 1978, 913 people 
died after tbe Reverend Jim 
Jones convinced members of his 
Peoples Temple cult to drink a 
cyanide-laced soft drink in the 
community he had set up in a 
Guyana jungle. 

Suspects in the slayings have 
said they killed at the demand of 
Constanzo, whom they called 
“godfather.” 

“He’s had some sort of expo¬ 
sure to Santeria, I wouldn’t deny 
that, but I wouldn’t say he’s a 
Santeria priest,” said Willie 
Ramos of Miami, a Santeria high 
priest. 


AN ARBOR, Michigan (AP) — 
A blue cold of marijuana smoke 
drifted over the University of 
Michigan (U of M) campus Satur¬ 
day from about 1,000 high school 
and college students at the 19th 
annual hash bash rally for tbe 
legalisation of the drug. Nobody 
was arrested, but 15 people got 
tickets for possession of mari¬ 
juana, also known by the slang 
term hash. Possession of mari¬ 
juana is a misdemeanor offence 
carrying a $5 fine, said Ann 
Arbor pofice Captain Gary Kist- 
ka. Many of those assembled 
huffed and puffed on homemade 
smokes as speakers told the 
crowd that marijuana'should be 
legalised. Behind the speaker 
stretched a banner with golden 
arches similar to tbe trademark of 
the fast-food restaurant McDo¬ 
nald’s, with a legend that mimick¬ 
ed the restaurant chain's motto: 
“Marijuana. Over 10 billion 
stoned.” “There are a lot of 
people you wouldn't expect to see 
here,” said Brad Wylie, 19, a 
freshman from Livonia who said be 
doesn’t smoke marijuana, “I saw 
some in business suits and many 
are dean cut. It makes you realise 
(marijuana) is more wide¬ 
spread.” This year, youngsters 
from suburban high schools drove 
to the university’s campus to fight 
up in what bas become an April 
fools’ day tradition, Kistka said. 
Tbe crowd cheered when mem¬ 
bers of tbe National Organisation 
for the Reform Of Mariju ana 
Laws said legalising marijuana 
would make the drug more 
affordable. 
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‘Iranian Nights’ set to go on London stage 


LONDON (AP) — A new play 
inspired by the controversy over 
Salman Rushdie's novel “The 
Satanic Verses” opens in London 
next week to counter what one of 
its two authors, himself Muslim- 
born, refers to as a “climate of 
fear." 

“Iranian Nights" begins.a. 10- 
day run April 19 at the Royal Court 
Theatre. It was written by Ho¬ 
ward Brenton, the left-wing En¬ 
glish playwright, and Tariq Ali, 
an Oxford-educated Pakistani 
who, like Rushdie, was bom a 
Muslim. 


It was written as a direct re¬ 
sponse to the plight of Rushdie, a 
naturalised British citizen born in 
India. His novel, “The Satanic 
Verses,” has been widely conde¬ 
mned as blasphemous, and it 
provoked a death threat against 
the author. 


Ali said the three-character 
play, inspired by the "Arabian 
Nights" stories, aims to promote 
a fuller, more “educative” vision 
of Islam than the image conveyed 
by Islamic fundamentalism. 


“My feeling is that if the play 
goes as successfully as I hope it 
will, it mil enable people to lose 
some of their fear,” said Ali, who 
believes reasoned discussion is 
still possible among Muslims de¬ 
spite tbe extremist actions advo¬ 
cated by Khomeini and his fol¬ 
lowers. 

Describing himself as “a lapsed 
Muslim,” An said: “The aim of 
the play is to open up debate, 
clear the air, move forward with 
ease” in examining the many 


facets of Islam. 

“Iranian Nights” marks the 
playwriting debnt of Ali. 45, a 
writer, broadcaster, and political 
analyst wbo emigrated to Britain 
from Lahore, Pakistan, in 1963. 
Brenton, 46, co-wrote with David 
Hare the 1985 hit satire “Prav- 
da.” His other plays include 'The 
Romans in Britain," “The Chur¬ 
chill Play,” and last year's 
"Greenland.” 


no stranger to controversy. 

Roshan Seth and. Art Malik, 
known in the United States from 
their performances in “My 
Beautiful Laundzette” and “The 
Jewel in the Crown,” respective¬ 
ly, pulled out of the production 
due to what theatre publicists said 
were scheduling conflicts. 


Their play will run for 10 per¬ 
formances prior to the theatre’s 
main production, Caryl Chur¬ 
chill’s “Icecream.” 

But its debut follows some con¬ 
cern over subject matter that led 
to the resignation prior to rehear¬ 
sals of two of its three actors, a 
change of title, and exhaustive 
board meetings at a theatre that is 


But Ali said the actors had 
succumbed to pressure. Neither 
performer could be reacted for 
comment. The three roles are 
being played by Nabil Shaban, 
Paul Bhattacharjee, and Fiona 
Victory. 

Ali said the tide provoked “a 
slight dispute with the theatre 
management,“ who requested 
that its original name, “A Mul¬ 
lah’s Night Oat,” be changed so it 
did not give offence: 
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